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at_j3”The editor respectfully presents the compli- 
ments of the season to his readers and friends—and 


a) 


[ think, a claim to novelty, though the subject has 
been so much discussed; and they are respectfully 


promises to make new efforts to acknowledge the! submitted, in the hope that they may tend to the es- 


snany favors received, by increased attention and an 
increase of matter—that many valuable public pa- 
pers may more speedily be REGISTERED. 

Sc "The documents that. belong to the treasury 
report should have had a preference this week—but 
some were wanting when the report was made, and 
we had not yet received them, that the whole might 
be given at once. 

e(_ =A letter, intended for the editor of the Reats- 
TER, mailed at Bowling Green, Kentucky, on the 12th 
October last, at which the postage, 75 cents, was paid, 
is missing. As it is among possibilities, that it may 
have been missent or misdirected, the editor respect- 
fully requests that postmasters on the route, and es- 
pecially at distributing offices, will cause a little exa- 
mination to be made, that it may be forwarded, as 
intended, if found. 

ety. card to Mr. Ritchie. Yt is common law, 
common justice, and, I should think, also, common 
self-respect, tliat, when we tell the truth, we should 
tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth—and 
it is especially due to a liberal dealing one with ano- 
ther, that, when a man’s language is offered for his 
reprehension, it should be given exactly as he him- 
self uttered it, withan accounteven of the manner of 
it, as on that may wholly rest the merit or demerit of 
words used. The most unfair misrepresentations may 
be made, by a suppression of some of the facts and 
anamplilication of others, the last, perhaps, entire- 
ly subordinate to or dependent upon those kept in 
the back ground. By a reference to his paper of 
Tuesday last, Mr. Ritchie will observe that, with the 
same liberty of using “texts from holy writ,” that he 
has taken with alittle paragraphain this publication 
which did not please him, we may prove that ‘‘there 
i3 no God,” or, indeed, any thing else that can be 
desired to injure the cause and character of Chris- 
tianity, itself. He decapitated the paragraph, and then 
amused himself with speaking of the want of right- 
ful action in a thing without a head! If this is the 
way in which he ts disposed we shall “reason togeth- 
er,” there is no hope of establishing truth by an ex- 
amination of opifiens. Such things are among “the 
arts of able editors;”? but, for the sake of our old ac- 
quaintance, I regret to see an exertion of them in the 
‘Richmond Enquimer.”’ This card is written ‘more 
in sorrow than in anger.” Indeed, the latter never 


had a place in my mind, in any of the contests of! 


opinion that we have had with one another. 


THE NEW YEAR was observed at Washington by an 
opening of the president’s house, and the kind and 
courteous reception, on Monday last, of all who 
were pleased to offer to the chief magistrate of the 


nation the eompliments of the season. The con-| 


course of Jadies and gentlemen was unusually large. 


Bank or Tue U.S. Thomas Wilson, late cashier 
of the bank of the United States, has been appoint- 
ed cashier of the office at New Orleans. 


Free TRADE. The following essay was prepared 
three or four weeks ago—but a small part of it has 
been re-written, and adapted to events that have 
since taken place. Some of the views presented have, 

Vor. XNIX,—— 19, 


tablishment of correct principles on a subject of the 
deepest importance, which equally interests every 
portion of the people of the United States; and will 
more ard more interest our farmers and planters, 
and merchants. 


The late report of the secretary of the treasury 
has provoked a-new the discussion of subjects which, 
we thought, had been settled —notwithstanding he has 
suggested only an increase of duties on fine manu- 
factures of cotton. And the writings of the “political 
economists” of Europe are referred to, that his doc- 
trines may be confounded, while the actions of Euro- 
pean nations are grossly misrepresented or carefully 
hidden, that we may not discover the difference be- 
tween sayings and doings. In this.state of things, and 
at a time when the success of domestic manufactures 
is essential to the national prosperity, and directly 
important to the growers of cotton and of grain, to 
secure for them a home market, some speculations on 
these matters, with a brief review of undeniable facts, 
may not be useless or uninteresting. It is a subject 
in which the planters and farmers have aconcern as ab- 
solute, though less immediate, as the manufacturers 
themselves. The lasi—the growers of grain, are 
duly sensible of this fact; but the planters of cot- 
ton, and those associated in feeling with them, bave 
not yet, generally, given their assent to a course of 
policy which is not less necessary to their welfare 
than it is to that of the cultivators of wheat. Itis 
true, many of them begin to see that it is the domes- 
tic consumption, now nearly equal to one fourth of 
the whole product, that must regulate the price and 
keep up the demand for our cottons abroad; and they 
have found that almost the whole of the purchases 
of the last crop have been made for the use of the 
home-market—but still, prejudices are not generally 
removed, and the decided stand taken by the secre- 
tary of the treasury has startled some who sincerely 
desire the general prosperity of all the people of the 
United States. It is with these that we would rea- 
son—believing that the time is at hand when, instead 
of being opponents of a protective tariff, from which 
they have suffered no injury, they will be the most ar- 
dent friends of that tariff, because of the good that ié 
confers upon them. 

British writers tell us much about ‘free trade,’ 
and some among us, who have out-lived their time, 
declaim a great deal about restrictions—and yet the 
fact is, that every nation of the civilized world re- 
| stricts its trade with the people of other nations; and 
so also would the savage tribes, did not necessity, se- 
vere and pinching, prohibit extensive exchanges of 
beaver and buffaloe roves for glass beads and nese 
jewels. What “free trade” is to the Indians, in bar- 
tering their articles of clothing for whiskey, is “‘free 
trade’ to or between nations, who do not trade ia 
snperfluities against superfluities, or necessaries 
against necessaries. It must, otherwise, be for the 
profit of the one, and the oppression of the other; 
because of the real inequality that there is in the 
value of the articles exchanged—ag well as on other 
accounts, as shall be shewn below. 

The value here spoken of is not one of dollars and 
cents. These have.no more referenee to the essential 
principles of a sound economy, than a casket of dia- 
'monds inthe possession of one man, on a dreary rock, 
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in an unfrequented sea, has toa partial supply of bread 

and water inthe possession of another, similarly sit- 

uated: and a handful of diamonds will not purchase 

a mouthful of bread or a drop of water. Herein the 

natural restrictive principle would operate; and I con- 
tend that this principle is in perpetual operation be- 
tween nations, and needs must be—unless some are 
content to be “hewers of wood and drawers of wa- 
ter”’ for others. 

But it is almost enough to make one laugh, when 
we see a conslitufional ground taken against the pro- 
tection of domestic manufactures, by those who have 
enjoyed the protection afforded to commerce, and are 
proud of our naval establishment, built and kept up 
for the defence of our navigation! Among the first 
laws passed by the first congresses of the United 
States, were those for the protection of commerce, 
and, soon after, the fisheries were encouraged by 
bounties and premiums! A foreign vessel entering 
aur ports paid one dollar per ton—and one of our 
own paid only six cents; and there was ten per cent. 
difference in the amount of duties payable on the 
goods imported, in favorof American vessels, This 
was professedly done for the protection of commerce, 
and so were passed all the acts for building and man- 
ning a navy. The right to “regulate commerce” no 
more grants a power to‘‘tax the many for the benefit 
of the few,” than may be found in favor of any other 
hranch of domestic industry—and, if there are con- 
gtitutional principles in favor of one, they must exist 
jn respect to all others; for, certainly, we have not 
any privileged class among us. But, if we exa- 
mine the subject earefully, we shall find that there is 
mo mort of constitutional right, to send a vessel of 
war into the Pacific, or to keep up a squadron in the 
Mediterranean, for the protection of American pro- 
perty floating on the sea, than there is to establisha 
sergeant’s guard of United States troops, near every 
manufactory, to defend the property therein vested, 
from accidents by fire, or otherwise. If, in respect 
to the last, it may be said, that foreigners will supply 
us with goods—shall it not as well be said that foreign- 
ers will become the carriers of our productions? Is 
any one silly enough to believe that, if the Barbary 
states should make war upon us and we should ‘‘let 
commerce alone,” by refusing to defend it, there 
would be any lack of American commodities in the 
ports of the Mediterranean—that the English, French 
and other nations, who protected their commerce, 
would not send vessels hither and carry away every 
thing that they could find a market for, and give as 
high prices to us for them as are paid by our own mer- 
chants? But, then—what would become of the labor 
and capital vested in ourcommerce? We think it ex- 
pedient to protect them; ‘even atthe cannon’s mouth,” 
and they ought to be protected. They must be pro- 
tected, or the protected navigation of others will car- 
ry onall the commerce. Let us proceed to a gene- 
ral examination of the subject, witha design to shew 
ihe impossibility of that ‘“‘iree trade” which Utopiarfs 
speak of. 

The British government lately made some cautious 
alterations of their tariff. It had reference ONLY to 
articles in which it was supposed‘that the industry 
and skillof British work-people could not be rivalled. 
For instance—as British machinery, for the manufac- 
‘ure of cotton goods, was thought to be the best in 
the world, the duty payable on such goods imported 
was reduced; but that upon linens, in which the peo- 
ple of several other countries may rival those of fre- 
land, the duty, prohibitory in its nature, remains as 
itwas. Thisis the principle of the British “free trade” 
act, throughout—and it virtually prohibits the im- 
portation of bread-stufls and meats, cheese, butter, 
&ec. which might be had on much lower terms from 
the contiment, than they are supplied at by British 
agriculturalists. And yet, after all this caution and 
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care, the London papers speak of ‘a mischievous fe- 
reign rivalry,” on account of alterations ih the tariff. - 
and it is complained that France, instead of follow- 
ing the ‘*new system,” has rather increased than 
diminished the duties on importations. 

It hath long appeared to me as an unquestionable 
truth, and Ihave more than once endeavored to im- 
press it on the minds of others, that a really free trade 
cannot exist between nations, unless the people com-. 


| posing them, shall be, in every respect, placed in a 


state of real equality; and that it is the natural, moral, 
physical, or political want of that equality which 
calis for the enactment of prohibitory or restrictive 
laws—which every civilized government has, in one 
way or another, more or less, resorted to for self-de- 
fence; and to which all must resort; unless different 
people, trading with one another, shall have the same 
habits and manners, the same facility of obtaining 
subsistence, the same expertness and productiveness 
in creating articles for commerce; the same fertility of 
soiland goodness of climate, with the same sort of go-. 
vernments also, so far, at least, as they extend to the 
collection of taxes,or requisitions for personal ser- 
vices, 

There is some certain actual value in labor, and 
that value must be earned by labor, or nations would 
perish. But the value which must be earned in one 
nation may be much greater than in another, and yet 
the greater value may not present a surplus any 
more thanthe lesser. And, if asurplus be produced 
by the people of one nation, and another is deficient 
of supplies, it may easily be that the latter cannot 
either exchange labor with or become purchasers of 
the products of the former. 

These propositions, it appears to me, may be clearly 
illustrated by a reference to facts that ought to be 
familiar to every one. I shall state a few of them, 
by way of example. 

A man inthe United States cannot exchange day’s 
labor with one in the East Indies, because that the 
first doth, or will, consume four or five times more of 
the products of labor, for his own subsistence and 
eomfort, than the other. The East Indian is content 
with a little rice and water, and wants but little 
clothing—but the American wil! have bread, with 
meat two or three times a-day; and he requires much 
clothing. Yet, through the aid of scientific power, 
the Americans might advantageously exchange spun 
cotton with the East Indians, for rice, sugar, &c. 
though the latter, until a few years since, spun and. 
wove cotton 30 wonderfully cheap, as we thought; 
but this exchange cannot be made, without going 
near to starve the people of India, labor as hard as 
they might—they must make their own clothing, by 
the spare hands and spare labor that they have, orgo 





without clothing. The two great and neighboring 
rival nations, the British and the French, seated with- 
in sight of one another, cannot exchange day’s labor, 
.and.on many accounts. The taxes, tythes and poor 
rates, &c, levied in Britain, on a tract of land capable 
of furnishing 1,000 bushels of wheat, are, perhaps, 
more than equal to the whole annual rent or income, 
with the payment of all such, or other taxes, levied 
on sucha tract of land in France—and thus it is 
easily seen that French wheat cannot be received, 
freely, in British ports, without a positive destruc- 
tion ef the British agriculturalists. And further— 
admit that the French excelled the British as much in 
the manufacture of cloths, as the British might exce} 
the French in the manufacture of cottons, they could 
not equitably exchange day’s labor on the one for 
day’s labor on the other, because of the difference in 
the quantity, or value, of what is required for their 
subsistence, respectively. The Englishinan, in the ar- 
ticle of food, consumes as much of the products of la- 
lor, as is required forthe subsistence of nearly two 





; Frenchmen, of his own class: and yet a Sganish pea» 
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sant would be feasting on those supplies which a 
Frénchman would regard as only one remove from a 
state of starvation. There is not, therefore, the pos- 
sibility of a free trade between England and France. 
Take another case—the Netherlands will gladly 
agree toreceive any three products of the soil or indus- 
try of Britain, if the latter will receive the meats, 
butter and cheese of the other; but, asin respect to 
French wheat, Britain cannotso freely trade with the 
Netherlands, without ruining her own breeders of 
cattle and makers of butter and cheese; and, if they 
are ruined, the taxes on the lands and the rents of 
them, cannot be paid—and so they must be protected. 
There is not then any such thing as ‘free trade,” 
and the government of every nation is compelled to 
adopt its own laws for the preservation of its own 
great interests, without which the nation would be 
destroved. 


{t results, therefore, that thete is some actual va- 
lue in human life determined by the cost of subsistence: 
and that the cost of subsistence is the quantity of la- 
bor required to obtain the necessary, or desired, 
means of it. That these things do not depend on le- 
gislative enactments, or kingly decrees, but upon the 
habits of different people—which, in fact it is, that 
constitutes and keeps up different nations; and to de- 
stroy them, would be to destroy the nations: or at 
least, render some the mere servants of others. Hence 
naturally eame prohibitory or protective laws—self- 
defensive and essential to self-prosperity, if not self- 
existence. Without them, some nations would over- 
flow with all the good things of this life, and others 
ve certainly reduced to the condition of the African 
tribes, whosell one another for slaves, on account of 
the want of other commodities to keep up a free trade 
—or that of the American Indians, when they divest 
themselves and their children of clothing, and bar- 
‘ter their laboriously-earned furs for kegs ofrum! It 
‘s this free trade that has depopulated such vast re- 
gions in the United States of their original inhabi- 
tants, and will annihilate all the tribes, if permit- 
ed to ge on. To obtain superfiuities, the Indians kill 
off the game that should only furnish them with food 
and clothing—they thus waste their means of subsis- 
tence and perish. 


Let us pursue the matter a little further. There 
are two, if not three, parties among us who sup- 
port the British docirines, [not practices], about 
‘free trade.” First, the planters, who apprehended 
a diminished deavand for their cotton, and an increas- 
ed price of articles required for their consumption, 
neither of which has taken pluce—but the demand 
has increased, and the price of goods been reduced, 
4n consequence of the success and éxtent of the 
home-manufacture, cotton being applied also to the 
fabrication of many new articles. Second, these of 
that school who, in 1789-90, opposed the protection of 
commerce, and since then the building of a navy to 
defend it—and it is remarkable that the speeebes 
which were made against protecting commerce, arc 
precisely of the same tenor and tendency as those 
since made againstthe tariff. Indeed, I have thought 
(hat modern orators against the tariff, in several cases, 
borrowed, or, as we used to say at school, ‘‘cobbled,”’ 


their speeches from those of the ancients against com- | 


merce and navigation, though long since exploded 
by the nation at large. The third class of opponents 
are the yet remaining shreds of the once powerful 
‘British party in Ameriea,” who feel it perfectly 
triendly that Britain should refuse to receive our 
bread-stulfs, but regard us as being hostile that we 
should refuse to receive British calicoes! The pre- 
judices of the first, and the mistakes of the second, 
should be tenderly dealt with; but the anti-national 
feelings and acts of the third merit our profound in- 
dignation and cogtempt. And they have the impu- 


{ 


dence to tell us that Britain has “relieved trade of 
its shackles,” while the exchange of wheat against 
muslin ig not allowed!!! 

It may be said, and I admit the fact, that Britain 
cannot permit such an exctrange. It is only a matter 
of complaint that she asks of others what she herself 
will not grant—and that her agents and friends in the 
| United States talk of the abundance of her liberality 
‘and ‘free trade,” when there is nosuch thing exist- 
ing. Britain cannot exchange with us any descrip- 
tion of articles that require a certain quantity af 
human labor, for others that require the same quan- 
tity of such labor in the U. States; because that with 
us the means of subsistence are so much more easily 
obtained than they are in Britain, and provided we 
are content to live no better than Britons do: but she 
can well profit by an exchange of the products of 
scientific power for some of the commodities which 
we produce by manual labor; yet not even for such 
of those as would interfere with her own manual la- 
bor. She takes our cotton, because she cannot grow 
it, and rejects our wheat, because the home demand 
must be kept in reserve for the home product. Is 
this ‘free trade?” There is no ‘‘free trade” between 
nations, unless to the great advantage of some and 
damage of others. Human life has different values 
in different countries, and, therefore, what is fitting 
for one people, may be ruinous to another. 

This discussion shall be continued, and further jl- 
lustrated by references to facts. 





Connecticut. The whole number of the alumni 
of Yale college, from 1701, the time of its institution, 
to 1823, was 4171—of which number, 2182, weru 
still living, The number of ministers educated, was 
1073, of whom 464 were still living. 

A band of music, composed of eight individuals, 
was organized at Hartfort, in the year 1777, and.at- 
tached to the regiment commanded by col. Webb, 
which was attached to the regular army. Within a 
few months past, intelligence was received from adi 
of the eight, who are still living. 

The following calculation of the consumption of the 
people of Connecticut on the late thanksgiving day, 
has been published—and is, probably, pretty neac. 
the truth. Verily, the people have reason to be thank- 
ful for such a profusion of good things— , 

50,000 geese—5,500 turkeys—65,000 chickens— 
2000 ducks—25,000 Ibs. beef, pork, and other market 
meats—12,000 bushels potatoes—14,000 do. turnips 
—4000 do. beets—5000 do. onions—10,000 Ibs, 
cheese—12,000 gallons apple-sauce—1000 do. cran- 
berry do.—520,000 pumpkin pies—100,000 apple 
do.—other pies and pastry, 52,000—wine, 300 gal- 
lons—brandy, 159 do.—gin, 120 do.—rum, 1000 do. 
—cider brandy and whiskey, 600 do.—eggs, 522,000. 

Which would take 650 bhds. of strained pumpkin 
—81 hhds. molasses—4060 Ibs. ginger—70Q0 ibs. 
aispice—S$6,666 ibs. flour—45,333 ibs, butter ancl 
lard—325 hhds. of miik, 100 galls. each—1i000 Ibs. 
nutmegs—50 lbs. cinnamon—43,500 dozen eggs;—- 
all of which would weigh upwards of 500 tons, and 
cost about $114,000. 

Massacntussrrs. Counterfeiting, to a large extent, 
has been carricd on in the siatle-prison of Massachw- 
setts, through the infidelity of an officer, who was 
an acgomplice. The plates and many bills, partially 
prepared for circulation, were discovered. In other 
respects, the institution is said to be in a very flourisl.- 
ing state, and that it will yield a revenue of almosc 


10,000 dollars, in the present year. The policy of 


making state-prisons matters of profit, is very quet- 
tionable. 

The population of Boston, bya eensus just token, 
is found to be 58,277, of whom 1,917 are culored per- 





'swas. When Boston is spoken of, it would seem that 
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it ought, generally, to be considered as taking in 
Charlestown and the other adjacent towns or villages, 
all of which are as intimately connected with one 
another, as the parts which make up what is called 
by the common name of London, Philadelphia, &c. 
and then the population would not appear less than 
80 or 90,000. 

New Yorx. The increased trade of Troy, as well 
as that of the canals, generally, is shewn by some very 
interesting tables published in the “Sentinel.” The 
simple results, however, will satisfy our readers at 
large. 

In 1824, the whole amount, in tons, of imports at | 
Troy, was about 56,000, and of exports 9,000—to- 
gether 65,000 tons: but in 1825, the imports amount- 
ed to 107,203 tons, and the exports to 13,436—toge- | 
ther 120,640, tons, of which amount 50,000 tons were 
received or sent away by the northern canal, 

The business of Albany has, ao doubt, proportion- 
ally increased—and we are glad to be assured that) 
both cities are prosperous. 

A very large jury was lately assembled in one of; 
the counties of New York. The aggregate weight 
of the 24 gentlemen was 5,568 Ibs. The heaviest! 
weighed 302, and the lightest 175 Ibs. 

The grand chapter of the state of New York pro- 
pose to build a splendid hall at Albany—estimated to 
cost from 75 to 100,000 dollars, for its own accommo- 
dation and the use of the craft generally, by a stock 
at 100 dollars, in shares. It is thought that it will 
yield an interestof from 7 to 9 per cent. | 

A project is on foot to improve the navigation of | 
the Mohawk river, so that steam boats may pass'| 
from Schenectady to Utica, with their usaal rapidity 
and without obstruction, except by a few locks, of | 
three or four feet lift, at different places, on account 
of dams to be made to produce‘a still-water naviga- 
tion, when the river is low, and so constructed that the | 
ice and water may pass over them when the river js 
full. A rail road from Schenectady to Albany is also 
spoken of. It is said that the canal cannot accom- 
modate the great trade that is springing up, and that 
additional means of transportation, to and from the 
west, mustbe adopted! It is not tobe doubted, that 
this trade will mightily increase, and it will be un- 
wise in the New-Yorkers not to open every possible 
avenue to kee» it a-going. A canal around the falls 
of Niagara, as heretofore mentioned, is another uf 
the projects for this purpose that has been urged, 
and something of the sort will certainly be necessary, 
when the waters of the Susquehannah shall he join- 
éd to the Erie canal, as it is probable they will be, and 
at an early day. : 

The amount of sales by auction in the city of New 
York, during the quarter ending the 30th September 
last, was as follows: 

















Dutiable €3,682.300 
Free of duty 1,198,500 
Total 4,880,800 


And the duty paid to the state amounted to $67,098; 
nearly S 10tks of which sum was paid by six auction- 
ecrs. . Alb. Adv. 

The present population of Erie county, in which 
Buffalo is located, is 24,142—increase since 1820, 
8,474! New York will have more than two millions 
of free persons, in 1830. So much for “big ditches.” 

One hundred and thirty-three applications are to 
be made to the legislature of this state, for the in- 
corporation of monied institutions!—the proposed 
united capitals of which amount to fifty-five miilions 
537 thousand dollars! Of which sum, 36,850,00' are 
wanted in the city of New York! How the mania 
rages. 
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PennsyLvania. The Philadelphia Gazette says— 


‘to be completed by the 4th of July, 1827. 


ee ee a 


Coates street to Pine, thus connecting together the 
Northern Liberties and South Second street markets, 
and both with the market on High street. 


The length of the line on Second street, includinz 
the market houses, must have been nearly a mile and 
three quarters, and that on High street, froma mile 
and a quarter toa mile anda half. Is there such an- 
other marketin the world! 


The legislature of Pennsylvania has passed re- 
solutions in faver of taking measures to open a water 
communieation over-land from the Delaware to lake 
Erie. 

Many highway robberies have been committed in 
the neighborhood of Philadelphia. This is a rare 
offence in the United States; but we excel in the Jess 
manly robberies of widows and orphans, through 
a manufacturing and plundering of banks. 

The citizens of Philadelphia are making great ef- 
forts to bring about the ereétion of a break-water, at 


| the entrance of the Delaware—and it, surely, would 


cause the saving of many livés and much property, 
if properly constructed. It is a pointon the coast, 
too, at which a general harbor is exceedingly want- 


fed. 


It is stated in the Lancaster Jonrnal that the Co- 
nestega Navigation Company, have entered into a con- 
tract with Mr. Caleb Hamil, to make a steam boat na- 
vigation from the city of Lancaster to the Susquehannah 
river, a cistance of 18 miles, for 953,240. The work 
There are 
to be nine dams and nine locks, averaging about 7 
feet life each. Mr. Lfamil has contracted for the deli- 
very of the necessary timber in the spring, and has 
now anumber of hands employed upon the work. 

Molton C. Rogers, esq. secretary of the common- 
weath of Pennsylvania has resigned, and the gover- 
ner has appointed general Isaac D. Barnard in his 
place. : 


Judge Porter, impeached of “high crimes and mis- 
demeanors” has been acquitted, by the senate on all 
the charges-—11. on several of them, there was not 
one vote of guilty—and on that which was most 
against him, the vote stood 11 guilty, 19 not guilty. 

Maryrianp. Dr. Joseph Kent, a member ‘of con- 
gress, has becn elected governor of this state—for 
Dr. Kent 59 for Dr. Tyler, of Frederick, 30. Messrs. 
Gabby, of Washington, Steuart, of Baltimore, Ar- 
cher, of Harford, Roberts, of Queen Ann’s and. Mar- 
tin, of Talbot, have been’elected members of the ex- 
ecutive council. 


We learn, (says the National Intelligencer), that 
Julius Forrest, of Upper Mariboro, is preparing to 
celebrate the anniversary of the first landing of our 
ancestors in Maryland. It is intended to take place 
om the precise spot where the firstcivilized man plac- 
ed his foot within the river Potomac. The subject is 
of muck interest toevery Marylander, and peculiarly 
so to the gentleman above named, as we understand 
that his ancestor composed one of the passengers of 
the first ship that cast anchor within the waters of 
this magnificent river. 





Kentucky. Mr. Beauchamp, accused and arrested 
or the murder of Solomon P. Sharpe, was examin- 
ed at Frankfort, on the 15th ultimo, before a jus- 
tices’ court, and committed for trial, on strong evi- 
dence. It is said that, in addition to other circum- 
stances, Mrs. Sharpe recognizes his voice as having 
been that of her husband’s murderer. 

The governor of Kentucky has replied, at great 
length, to the inquiries of the house, through the 
resolutions offered by Mr. Breckenridge. The part 
published, and to be “continued,” would fill about 





The market wagons reached on Friday last, from | 


eight pages of the RecisTeEr. 
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Sourn Carouma. The legislature of this state' paupers therein, 217. The governor in his message 


has granted 10,000 dollars for the benefit of the; 
medical college. 

The following is a copy of the resolutions of judge 
Smith, (lately of the senate of the United States) 
which have passed the legislature: 

1. Resolved, That congress does not possess the 
power, under the constitution, to adopta general sys-| 
tem of internal improvement, as a national measure. 

2. Resolved, That a right to impose and collect 
taxes does not authorize congress to lay a tax for 
any other purpose than such as are necessarily em- 
braced in the specific grants of power, and those ne- 
cessarily implied therein. 

3. Resolved, That congress ought not to exercise 
a power granted for particular objects, to effect other 
objects, the right to effect which has never been con- 
ecded, 

4. Resolved, That it is an unconstitutional exer- 
cise of power on the part of congress, to tax the 
citizens of one state to make roads and canals for 
the citizens of another state. 

5. Resolved. That it is an unconstitutional exer- 
cise of power on the part of congress to Jay duties 
to protect domestic manufactures. * 

The resolutions passed the house by 73 to 38, and 
in the senate, by 22 voices to 20. Mr. Simkins recorded 
on the journals a protest against them. 

The legislature of the state has granted $3,000 to 
the city council of Charleston, in part to defray the 
expenses incurred by the visit of gen. Lafayette. 

Between 20 and 30 buildings were destroved by 
fire at Charleston, on the morning ‘of the 24th ult. 
Loss estimated at 70 or $0,000 dollars. 





Norta Carouna. John Haywood has been re- 
elected treasurer of this state, without opposition, 
and Joseph Hawkins continued as comptroller—for 
Mr. H. 146, all others 31. 

Messrs. Beli and Laurence, editors of the *‘Star,” 
were elected printers to the state, having received 





104 votes. Messrs. Gales and Son, late printers, had 
18. 
Tennessek. The legislature of this state conclud- 


ed its session on the 7th inst. 

Missouri. It is supposed that tobacco will be very 
extensively cultivated in this state. 

LouistanA The crop of sugar raised the present 
year in Attakapas, is estimated at 3,000 hhds. of an 
excellent quality. Twelve years ago, not 100 hhds 
were made in this county. ‘Ihe yield is from 1,500 
to 2,000 Ibs. per arpent. 

Some of what were thought the strongest houses in 
New Orleans “have gone by the board,” in con- 
sequence of the vile European gamblings in cotton. 
We regret to believe that the evil is not yet over in 
tic United States. 





ixprana. The legislature of this state met at In- 
dianopolis on the 5th ult. Milton Stapp was elected 
speaker of the senate, and Robert M. Evans of the 
house of representatives. On counting the votes for 
governor there appeared for James B. Ray 13,040— 
for Israel Blackford 10,781—and the former was de- 
clared duly elected. Eleven counties neglected to 
return their votes in time to be counted! 

The number of polls returned from the several 
counties of this state is 36,777—and that of the 





*We would respectfully ask—is it not equally un- 
constitutional “to lay duttes to proteci’? commeRceE?— 
to build vessels of war and fit them out to protect it? 
-—to go to war for it? Let the interpreters of the 
constitution answer! Ep. Ree. 


— 


to the legislature, puts down the whole population 
at not less than 250,000—it was only 147,178 in 
1820; and he supposes that there are 40,000 persons 
capable of bearing arms. The treasury appears to be 
in good condition, presenting a surplus of about 8,000 
dollars. The whole debt of the state is given at only 
16,920 dollars. 

AtanamMa. A considerable quantity of cotton, of 
the new crop, has reached Mobile—and been sold 
at 124 cents. 

Joint resolutions havebeen reported in the Alaba- 
ma legislature, requesting the senators and repre- 
sentatives from that state, “to use their best exer- 
tions to obtain, on reasonable terms, from the United 
States, a grant to the corporation of the city of Mo- 
bile, for the benefit of the inhabitants of the said city, 
of four contiguous sections of public land on Spring 
hill, near the said city, or thé quantity contained in 


place of retreat for health.” 

The legislature of. Alabama has appropriated 
$10,000 to defray the expenses of obtaining surveys, 
plans and estimates for the following works:— 

Ist. A canal to connect the Tennessee and Coosa 
rivers. ! 

2d. For improving the navigation of the Tennessee,- 
Coosa, Tombeckbe and Tuscaloosa, the Connecuh 
and Cahawba rivers. 

3d. For improving one or both of the passes, at 
Mobile. 

An act has passed, during the present session of 
the legislature of the state, for removing the seat of 
government from Cahawba to Tuscaloosa. 

Frorms. The public attention has been drawn 
again to the cutting of a canal tarough the Florida pe- 
ninsula. It appears that a ship channel may easily be 
made—and if so, it is one of the most important ob- 


jects that can engage the attention of the general go- 


vernment. But as yet the facets that belong to the 
project are very imperfectly known, and we hope 


a canal would shorten the distance to New Orleans 
1,000 miles, and enable vesseis to avoid also, the dan- 
gerous part of the navigation over the banks, &e. 

Licnt Hovses, &c. In a part of the impression of 
last week, page 287, the number of light houses in 
the United States, was said to be 30. There are 
ninety-nine of them, besides 10 floating lights, with 
many buoys, &c. In 1820, there was only 58 light 
houses—4! houses, and 10 light-boats have been ad- 
ded since that period. ' 

Poratrors. One vessel, lately from Liverpool, 
brought 855 hampers of potatues, for sale at Phila- 
delphia, and they were disposed of at one dollar per 
bushel. Whatare our farmers about? 

TRIAL FORA LIBEL. The New York Commercial 
Advertiser gives a long report of the trial of David 
Barker, for two libels on gen. Jasper Ward, in which 
the testimony of the witnessesis included. The facts 
seem to be briefly these—that gen. Ward, being then 
and now, amember of the senate of New York, was 
charged with having been an agent employed to get 
a charter for the tna Insurance Company, with the 
stipulation, that 20,000 dollars of the stoek was to be 
set aside for his use, by way of compensating him 
for his services! It also came-out in the evidence, 
that another senator had received a certificate for 
about 8,000 dollars worth of stock, by the sale of 
which he made 400 dollars. Mr. Barker was also 
sued for another libel on gen. Ward, in charging him 








with having received $2,200, for bis aid in obtaining 





four sections, on which to build.a summer town, or . 


that a survey will be immediately authorized. Such. 
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some important alteration in the charter of the Chat- | 
ham Insurance Company. The whole presents a 
strange disclosure of what is politely called manage- 
ment. The jury promptly returned a verdict of not 
gvilly—declaring that gen. Ward had not been libelled! 
These cases were up for trial in November last, but 
postponed on the affidavit of gen. Ward, that a material 
witness, (W. J. Waldron), was absent. Mr, W. was 
first president of the Htna Insurance Company; and 
yet, by his testimony, it appears thaf he was induced to 
absent himself, during the November session of the 
court, by the agency of one of Ward’s friends; and 
that his expenses, while from home, were paid, &c. 
The whole affair presents a scene of the most sin- 
gular character, and most digcreditable to all the 
parties concerned. —~ 

Bankruptcies. The Philadelphia Gazette well ob- 
serves—“there was a time when bankruptcy was the 
consequence of individual fault, or individual misfor- 
tune’”’—“‘when a man might almost as well break his 
neck as breakin business.” It might have been ad- 
«led, that the time is, when, if the amount of the losses 
to be sustained by a breaking in business, is respecta- 
ble—say half a million or thereabouts—it is a very re- 
sspectable affair to break; provided one or two hundred 
thousand dollars shall have been put aside for the 
comfortable subsistence of the bankrupt’s wife and 
children, and the wives and ehildren of many credi- | 
tors are reduced to beggary. But there is little sympa- 
thy for an unfortunate man, who gives up the Jast dol- 
‘har to his creditors and is himself brought to want— 
and more especially if the loss sustained by him isa 
small one, by a careful gathering up of his effects, 
through his own instrumentality. This is not the 
genteel way of doing the thing! 


Marriace. It has been established as the law of 
Scotland respecting marriage, that if a man takes a 
woman by the hand and declares her to be his wife, 
in the presence of witnesses, that she is so in law. 
It was thus a person named McAdams, who had an 
estate worth 10,0001. a year, lately marricd a woman 
with whom he had long lived, and legitimated the 
children which she had had—after which he shot 
himself. But the marriage was held to be good, 
though severely contested, as of course it would be. 





Surer. We read of 42 sheep being killed out of 
one fiock, near Winchester, Va. by dogs in one 
tight, which also wounded 10 or 12 more. Where- 
ever sheep abound, dogs should not; and it isin every 
way right that the owners of dogs should be made re- 

ponsible for damages like this committed on the pro- 
yerty of individuals, and sheep-owners should shoot 
‘own, as wolves, every dog that trespasses within 
their enelosures. 
THe susiime! A poetaster in the United States 


Literary Gazette, thus commences a sonnet to Daniel 
Webster. 
“Immortal man! whose eloquence ontstrips, 
Rome’s, Athen’s, England's, ancient, modern, all.” 
Some time since a writer* in the Richmond En- 





A LC A 





-_———— a 


sentatives of the United States, that there has been 
lying in the bank of the United States, for a consi- 
derable time, the sum of two hundred and twenty-six: 
thousand dollars, which is due to different individuals 
for unclaimed dividends on the funded debt of the, 
United States. 





Cusa. Judging from what is apparent in the move- 
ments of the people of this island, they are prepared 
to give a favorable reception to the invading force 
wwhich may soon be expected from Mexico and Co- 
lombia. It isan actof justice, that Spain should be 
divested of this, the richest of her remaining colo- 
nies—and, certainly, it will be most agreeable to the 
people of the United. States that it shall pass into 
their possession, and be united with either of the 
new republics. Asa market for many of our most 
valuable productions, a friendly understanding with 
the government having command over Cuba, must 
always be of greatimportance tous—thongh we hope 
that the time will soon come when, either as a milita- 
ry station or an asylum for pirates, the island will 
be much less regarded by us than it has keen, by 
the making of 4 canal across the Florida peninsula, 
which will reduce the distance from our ports on the 
culf of Mexico to those on the Atlantic, about 1,000 
miles; and bring about a saving of property by 
shipwrecks, that, in two or three years, would pay 
the whole cost of making such canal. It is a most. 
important national work—nay, something more than 
a national one in the effect that it will-have on trade 
and commerce at large; and we hope that it will! 
be examined, commenced and accomplished ina way 
suitable to the magnificence of the object. The ex- 
}penditure of a few millions of dollars to open a ship 
channel through the peninsula, if to be completely 
opened, ought not to be considered as of any impor- 
tance whatever. The value of such a channel is not 
to be computed by dollars and cents; and now is the 
time to make it. To command that channel, is, to 
\us, more to command the trade of the West Indies 
( and of the gulf of Mexico, than Havana, if in pos- 
session of Great Britain or France, could command it. 
Two fine frigates, of the first class, and a man-of- 
war brig, with several transports, have arrived at 
Havana from Spain, with 1,500 troops, having landed 
790 men at Porto Rico. One ship, with 310 men, 
‘was missing. The frigates, if they leave the ports, 
'may soon be added to the Colombian navy—and we 
shall be glad of it! | 





Srecunation! A seizure of twenty-seven cases of 
| Leghorn hats was made, a few days since, by the offi- 
‘cers of the customs at New York. The hats, after 
having been regularly imported from Italy, and ex- 
ported, (for the sake of the draw-back), to Havana, 
were, at the last named place, packed in separate 
hogsheads of coffee, and shipped, landed and entered 
as coffee. The fraud was detected, after the hogsheads 
‘had been put on board one of the packets plying 
from New York to Philadelphia. 





quirer, said Mr. Tazewell, one of the senators of the 


United States from Virginia, had ‘‘a mind as pure as | 


ether, and as vast as infinitude.” [| Phil. Gaz. 











[This is a very handsome prize to the “‘captors.}’ 
| Much of thissort of business is done. ] 





FOREIGN NEWS. 


Great Brilain and Ireland. 

















Brea * 7 The bills of mortality in 
UNCLAIMED DiyipENDs. It appears by the facts; ondon are stated to have been unusually Jarge du- 
disclosed upon a resolution introduced by Mr. Liv- | ring the month of October, and particularly during 
ingston, of. New Orleans, to the house of repre- |the week ending on the 3d Nov. Thege died, during 
e, > vali nope R 4 
*We believe it was a speaker in the legislature that Betts ded ig phigyns Feb eta Re eg eee oa 
nsed these silly, if not wicked words. But both the | ay anes tparce faves 10s: b ; ie Ata me gs 
Yankee bard and Virginia statesman, have fallen far |} y re es Pes ee ont y al] ' gt oops 
short of a famous Mr. Correy, + OY Mcasies, , and Dy casual small-pox, Ol. 


W « éé ' . ; A 
‘on general Washington,” be RE an “ade | France. Aniron steam boat, intended to ply on the 
vs i ah 6 aren 84 Seine, has been christened by the rector of Clarenton! 


“He their armies took, their generals eaptive led — ¥ 
‘Having surrounded their eamp with nate cannon, he | Lafitte & Co. have contracted for the Haytien logh 
- > ~  jatthe arjce of 80 fr PS NORE 
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A press sold for the benefit of the Greeks! 
[Translated from the Mercure du 19e Siecle.j 

Our subscribers are informed, that we contracted, 
‘at 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon, an engagement, the 
‘tenor of which follows: 

“I acknowledge to have received the sum of fif- 
teen hundred francs, on account of the Mercure, for 
the object that the journal shall not attack, from 
this day forward, during a year, either the adminis- 
tration or the house of the king, nor the person of 
the viscompt Sostheme de Larouche Foucauld. 


Paris, Nov. 11, 1825. The principal editor—We 


shall faithfully perform the conditions of this bar-} 


gain. Being masters of the sum received, we have 
thought that our readers would pardon us the sacri- 
tice of a few pleasantries, good or bad, on account 
of the appropriation which we intended to make of 
this little portion of the minislerial budget. 

“J, the subscriber, acknowledge the receipt of the 
sum of 1500 francs, from the principal editor of the 
“Mercure du 19e Siecle,” to be deposited with 
Messrs. Andre and Cottier, treasurers of the Greek 
committee, as a subscription in favor of the Greeks. 

Paris, Nov. 11, 1825, 5 o’clock, P. M.—For M. G, 
L. Fernaux, senior, president of the Greek commit- 
tee. Th. Clinquot, his nephew.” 


Spain is in a state of misery that would command our 
pity, if we could pity those who support Ferdinand 
and his priests. Public and private depredations on 
life and property, are the order of the day. Many 
perish by the dagger, and others by the lack of food. 


Russia. St. Petersburgh, Oct 8. The fair at Nish- 
nei-Novogorod is over. Among the articles sold are 
24,000 chests of tea: 2,614,000 furs, of various spe- 
cies; Bucharin shawls to the value ofa million of ru- 
bles; Russian iron, 1,200,000 poods. The trade of 
the provinces on the Black sea, especially the Crimea, 
has been less flourishing for some years. 


Greece. The expedition from Egypt, said to con- 
sist of 120 sail of vessels, with 30,000 troops, is re- 
ported to have sailed from Alexandria on the 19th of 
October. The Greeks had made considerable prepa- 
ration to receive this formidable armameat—but we 
fear that they must be crushed by it. The war still’ 
goes feebly on in Candia—the Greeks lately made 
ihemselves masters of the strong fort of Gravosa, by 
stratagem—it was well supplied. 

The Greeks have gallantly repellec Redschid Pacha, 
in another furious assault on Missolonghi—for the 
Grand Turk had said to the pacha, ‘*Missolonghi or thy 
head.” Ibrahim appears to have lost 1,200 men in 
a late affair with Colocotroni. The Turks have re- 
solved on another campaign. They have many Aus- 
trians in their service. The Egyptian garrison in 
Tripoliza was clesely shut up. 


Egypt. Accordingto the estimate of the French 
engineers who were in Egypt with Bonaparte, the 
whole expense of a deep canal, which would cop- 
nect the Arabic gulf with the Nile and the Mediter- 
ranean, make Africa an island, and shorten the 
voyage from Marseilles to Bombay, one half, would | 
not exceed /.700,000. 

It was said a body of 24,000 Egyptian troops had 
been collected in the vicinity of Cairo, and were 
training by General Boyer anda number of other 
French officers. 

India &c. The erudite Dr. Carey has completed 
his dictionary of the Bengalee language, consisting of 





2160 closely printed quarto pages. Te was employ- 
ed upon it fora period of ten years. 

Dr. Siebold, physician to the Dutch establishment! 
in Japan, having acquired much knowledge of the 
language and literature of that populous empire, is 
about to give the result of his labors to the European | 
world. ‘ | 
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A steam boat was on the stocks at Batavia, an’ 
nearly ready for launching—she was to have tw 
engines of 40 horse power each. “She will ply bé- 
tween Batavia and Singapore. The Oriental Archi- 
pees is exceedingly well fitted for steam naviga- 
10n. 

Accounts from Calcutta to the 23rd of June, and 
from Bombay to the 6th July, state that the British, 
army jin Arracan, under the command of general 
Morrison, was suffering very severely from sickness. 
One regiment is stated to have been reduced from 
1,200 strong to 350. 


Africa. A desolating war is still raging in Mada- 
gascar. The town of Majuiga, the principal place 
of trade, has been destroyed, and the people have 
fled to the interior. The greater part of the island 
is in rebellion against king Radama. 


Colombia. It is announced with very great satis- 
faction, and, indeed, it isan important event, that the 
steam boat, General Santander, successfully navi- 
gates the Magdalena, from Carthagena to Penon de 
Conejo. z 

The vice president of Colombia gave a splendid en- 
tertainment and ball, in November last, in honor of 
the birth day of his illustrious friend, Bolivar. The 
standards borne by the army of Pizarro, when he en- 
tered Peru, were exhibited on this oceasion. 


The navy of this republic is now very respectable. 
A ship of the line has just jojned it from Sweden, and 
two heavy first class frigates, with a powerful corvette, 
have left the United States, no doubt to be attached to 
it. The 64 gun ships have cost about $500,000 each. 
One was built at New York, the other at Philadelphia. 
There is power enough to drive ail the vessels that 
Spain can fit out from the sea. A Jarge body of troops 
was expected at Carthagena from Peru, to embark 
for service. ! 


Mexico. The people were flocking from Alvarado, 
&c. to Vera Cruz, which will, immediately, become 
the seat of a mighty commerce. The road to the 
capital is to be improved, and good inns provided for 
the accommodation of travellers. 


No country in the world, perhaps, has improved 
more rapidly than Mexico since its emancipation— 
even the bands of robbers that infested the mountains, 
have left their haunts and applied themselves to ho- 
nest professions. Such are the fruit$S that the tree 
of liberty bears. 








Documents 


ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO CoNt 
GRESS, AT THE OPENING OF THE SESSION. 
Letter from major gen. Brown to the Secretary of war: 
HIEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, 17th Nov. 1825. 

Sin: In compliance with your instructions, of the 

3rd ultimo, I have the honor to lay before yon thé 

following returns and statements, viz: 

A. A statement of the organization of the army; 
agreeably to the act of congress, of the 2nd o 
March, 1821. 

B. Areturn of the strength of the army, from the 
last regimental and other returns received at 
head quarters. 

C. A return showing the distribution of the troops 
in the eastern department. 

D. A return showing the distribution of the troops 
in the western department. 

E. A statement showing the number of men enlist- 
ed; the amount of money advanced for the pur- 
poses of recruiting; and the amount for which 
recruiting accounts have been rendered for set-- 
tlement, from October Ist, 1824, to. September 
30th, 1825, | 
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512,593 01 remains unexpended in the hands of the 
recruiting officers. This amount is in a course of 
application to the recruiting service, and will, doubt- 
less, in due season, be regularly accounted for. 

Subsequent to the date of my communication, of 
the 20th November, 1824, a lucid and comprehensive 
report was received from brevet major gen. Gaines, 
of his inspection of the left wing of the eastern de- 
partment, made during that year, and embracing the 
posts of New York harbor, fort Howard, Michili- 
mackinac, fort Brady, fort Gratiot, Detroit, Niagara, 
Sackett’s habor and Boston; the arsenals at Rome, 
Watervliet, Watertown, and the arsenal and armory 
at Springfield. . , 

During the early part of the present year, gencral 
Gaines proceeded on a tour of inspection of the sonth- 
ern posts of the eastern department, but his services 


—a- ~ 


having been required by government, for other ob-| 


jects, his inspection has not been completed, 

From brevet major general Scott, no report of in- 

spection has been received. 
“has also been employed by government, during the 
past year, in duties of a special nature. 

Colonel Wool has just completed a tour of inspec- 
tion, embracing the posts of St. Augustine, Savannah, 
Charleston, New York, New London, Newport, Bos- 
ton, Portsmouth, Portland, Eastport, West Point, 
Delaware, Baltimore, Sackett’s Harbor, Niagara, De- 
troit, Mackjnac, Green bay and the Saut of Marie; 
besides the forts of Plattsburg, Salem, Beverly, Mar- 
blehead and fort Mifflin, which are not occupied by 
troops. Also, the arsenals of Washington city, Pikes- 
ville, Frankford, Watertown, Watervliet, Rome and 
Detroit. Colonel Wool is proceeding to the inspec- 
tion of the posts at the south and west. 

Colonel Archer has inspected the posts of New Or- 
Jeans, Baton Rouge, cantonment Jesup, cantonment 
Towson and cantonment Gibson; being prevented 
by sickness from completing his tour to the north and 
west. 

The reports of inspections performed by the com- 
manding officers of the artillery regiments are not yet 
received. 
‘The general condition of the army, with respect 
to its administration, dicipline and efficiency, con- 
tinues as favorable as can be expected from tlie dis- 
persed state of its distribution, and from the partial 
efficacy of the present limited means of coercion and 
restraint. 

As a remedy to the former evil, as far as it operates 
upon the artillery regiments, the establishment of the 
school of practice at fortress Monree, though labor- 
ing under the want of legislative aid, has, it is’ be- 
lieved, already given the most favorable earnest of 
the advantages that may be expected from econcen- 
tration. Among the numerous benefits to be derived 
from this institution, there appears to me none mare 
important than those to be reaped by the graduates of 
the military academy, in the incipient formation of 
their ideas and character, with reference to the 
practical duties of their profession. Propriety and 
uniformity, in the discharge of these duties, have 
long been considered ag desiderata, and can be se- 
cured only through the agency of a supplemental 
school. 

The evil of desertion, throughout the army, con- 
tinues undiminished, from the want of sufficient 
means to check its progress. While on this subjeet, 
1am ‘induced to call your attention to my communi- 
caution, of the 20th November, 1824, addressed to the 
war department, in which are suggested some plans 
for the extenuation of this evil; and, as my reflec- 
tion has been more matured, I have heen led the 
more strongly to confide in their probable efficacy. 

In addition to the proposition, then recommended, 
of refaining a portion of the soldier’s pay, yntil his 


a 


statement E, it will appear that the sum of 


A portion of his time | 


discharge, the better to secure his fidelity, 1 would ad. 
vise that, as an encouragement to faithful service, 
and as the surest method of preserving the best ma- 
terial for the ranks, additional pay be allowed to the 
soldier as a condition of his re-eulistment; this plan 
has been adopted in almost every foreign service, 
and, itis believed, with invariable success. 

I would also take the liberty of referring you to my 
letter to the secretary of war, of December last, 
containing certain propositions for the advancement 
of the non-commissioned grades ofthe army. Ihave 
recommended that the monthly pay of the sergeant- 
major and quartermaster-sergeant of each rigiment, 
and that of the first sergeant of each company, be in- 
creased to fifteen dollars, and thatthe monthly pay of 
every other sergeant be increased to ten dollars. This 
increase of pay would scareely be perceived in the 
general appropriation under this head, while its be- 
neficial influence on the mass of the army would be 
incalculable. 

In order to command the talent and ability requisite 
in the station of a non-commissioned officer, it is ne- 
cessary to hold forth a consideration proportioned to 
the importance of the object desired; and, in the 
sphere of life from whence the candidates for this 
station are to be derived, the only inducement that 
can prove efieciual is an adequate pecuniary emolu- 
ment. 

The commissioned officer finds his reward in the ho- 
nor which clothes his profession; in a refined spirit 
of chivalry, congenial with its character; and, in that 
ready passport to the highest circles of society, 
guarantied tohim by liiscommission. But there are 
no incentives like these to operate upon the non- 
commissioned grades, while, from their exertions, 
not less than from those of the commissioned, wili 
result the moral and physical efficiency of the rank 
and file. Indeed, there is noindividual of a company, 
scarcely excepting the captain himself, on whom 
more depends for its discipline, police, instruction and 
general well-being, than on the firstsergeant. This 
is a grade replete with cares and with responsibility. 
Its duties place its incumbent in constant and direct 
contact with the men, exercising over them an influ- 
ence the more powerfu:, as it is immediate and per- 
sonal; and all experience demonstrates, that the con- 
dition of every compeny will improve or deteriorate 
nearly in proportion to the ability and worth of its 
first sergeant. 

By securing talent and intelligence, therefore, for 
| ae non-commissioned grades, the general mass of 
the army may be improved, and these qualities can 
be procured only by offering an adequate inducement 
io persons of proper character in civil life, who 
would find, in thisinducement, an object to enter the 
military—or else, by stimulating the ambition of the 
rank and file to qualify themselves for statians now 
rendered more respectable, on account of the addi- 
tional value with which they will have been invested 
by the measure ! propose. 

“If, in a country hke ours, it shall be considered 
most wise to maintain, in time of peace, the small 
military establishment which is now authorized, I 
trust there is good cause to believe that the people 
will see and ‘feel the importance of making that es- 
tablishment as perfect as might be expected from the 
unequalled materials on which the nation has to 
draw. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest respect, 
your obedient servant, JAC.BROWN. ° 








Report of the operations of the engincer department, dur- 
ing the year ending on the 30th of September, 1825. 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
‘November 21st, 1825. 
Six: I have the honor to present the following as the 
anual report of the operations, conducted under the, 
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direction of the engineer department, during the year, | 
ending on the 30th of Sept. last, and to refer to it 
as affording the information required to be furnished, 
by the instructions contained in your Jetter of the 3rd 
ult. on thesubject of fortitications, internal improve- 
ments and the military academy; and I beg leave to 
refer to the general estimate of funds required for 
conducting the operations under the engineer depart- 
ment, during the next year, for information respect- 
ing the office of the chief engineer, which subject 
was also included in the instructions. 

The fiscal operations of the engineer department, 
referring to the several subjects to be embraced by 
shis report, as above stated, are exhibited in the ac- 
companying table, marked K. The amounts availa- 
ble, for the respective operations, as derived from 
the appropriations passed at the last session of con- 
gress; the balances of former appropriations un- 
drawn from the treasury, and the balances remaining 
in the hands of agents, on the 30th September, 1824; 
the amounts, applied to the respective operations, 
during ‘the year ending on the 30th of September 
jast; the balances undrawn from the treasury, and 
those remaining in the hands of agents, on the 30th 
of September last; and the amounts of accounts, for 
disbursements applied to the respective operations, 
during the year ending on the 30th of September last, 
which have been rendered.and settled, are shewn in 
this table. The aggregate cost of the several fortifi- 
cations, and other operations under construction, on 
the 30th of September last, and the amounts requisite 
for their completion, respectively, are also shewn, 
The accounts rendered and settled, embrace all the 
disbursements made under the engineer department, 
during the year ending on the 30th September fast, 
with the exception of a small amount, and exhibit sa- 
tisfactory evidence of the faithful application of the 
moneys advanced for expenditure during that period, 
except the small amount for which accounts have not 
been rendered, as above stated, of the faithful ap- 
plication of which amount, the reports of the pro- 
gress of the operations to which it has been applied, 
jJeave no room to doubt. 

The fortifications, for which plans have been pro- 
jected by the board of engineers, and which have not 
vet been commenced, are arranged in the accompa- 
nying table, marked L, in three classes, referring to 
the order in which they should be commenced; and 
the estimate of the expense of its construction is 
stated opposite to each. 

The board of engineers for fortifications were oc- 
cupied during the early part of last winter, in com- 
pleting the memoirs and estimates for the fortifica- 
tions projected for the defence of Portland, Salem, 








Marblehead, Boston, Canonnicut Island, the Patux- 
ent river, and for Bogue point and the mouth of cape | 
Fear river, in North Carolina; in preparing an esti- 
mate for the repair of fort Delaware; in examining | 
the plans and models of machines for removing snags, | 
sawyers, and other impediments of that nature, from | 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and in selecting that | 
which they conceived to be entitled to the premium | 
of one thousand dollars, which was offered by adver- 
fisement, for the plan or model which should be pre- 
ferred by the board of engineers. In the month of 
March the board was temporarily dissolved, and since 
that period, the members have been separately em- | 
ployed in inspecting the forts onthe gulf of Mexico, 
forts Monroe and Calhoun, fort Delaware, and the 
fort at New Utrecht point, called fort Hamilton, and | 
in examining the island of Nantucket. 
The results exhibited in the table marked K, re- | 
specting the application of fortifications, and other | 
operations under construction, of the funds available 
for the service of the year ending on the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, are derived from statements, exhibiting, 
ip minute detail, al] the means applied, whether of' 
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materials or workmanship, and the cost of each kind, 
under each head respectively. From these state- 
ments, and from memoirs and drawings illustrative 
of them, which are also in the possession of this 
department, the following summary of the opera- 
tions adverted to, has been collated. | 

Of these operations, there were commenced this 
year, the fortification on Oak Island, at the mouth of 
cape Fear river, and that on Bogue point, near Beau- 
fort, both in North Carolina, and the works on 
George’s island, in the harbor of Boston, intended 
for its preservation as a site of a fortification. 

The appropriations for commencing these opera- 
tions were made after it had been reported by this 
department, that officers of engineers could not be 
spared to superintend them, without ch other 
important operations then going on. ith respect 
to the works in Boston harbor, there was no difficul- 
ty; their superintendence, under the general supervi- 
sion of colonel] Totten, of the corps of engineers, hav- 
ing been committed to a person who had acquired the 
requisite qualification while employed at fortifica~ 
tions. But it was proper to have engineers for the 
fortifications in North Carolina, and, the whole of 
the corps being employed, it was not easy to deter- 
mine whence they could be taken, without injury to 
the public interests. It was at length decided to 
transfer an officer from the gulf of Mexico, on ac- 
count of the operations in that quarter being less ac 
tive during the summer, then commencing, and the 
fal] season. 

The officer so transferred, reached North Carolina 
in July, and, having purchased the site at Oak island, 
commenced the preliminary examinations prescrib- 
ed by the regulations for testing the accuracy of the 
surveys and levellings of the site; the adaption of the 
plan to them, the accuracy of the estimate, the re- 
sources of the country, &c. &c. A report, to con- 
tain the result of those examinations, is in the course 
of preparation, but it is not expected to reach here 
until late in next month. 

In the month of September, the. same officer pror 
ceeded to Bogue point, for the purpose of purchas- 
ing the site and making the requisite preliminary ex- 
aminations, but having failed to effect the former, he 
returned to Oak island. Another officer has since 
been assigned to the superintendence of the work 
at Bouge point. He arrived there on the Ist. instant, 
and will Jose no time in purchasing the site and mak- 
ing the examinations and arrangements, preliminary 
to commencing the construction. 

The sea wall, for the preservation of George's is- 
land, has been but recently commenced, and will not 
probably be advanced, during the remainder of this 
season, beyond the laying of the foundations. It had 
heen attempted early in the summer, by advertising 
for proposals to have the stone, the only material re- 
quired, supplied and laid by contract; but the rates of 


the proposals received were much higher than had 


been anticipated, and it was considered very doubt- 
ful if lower terms could be procured in Boston for a 


‘length of time, as an unusual demand for materials 


and workmanship existed, and was likely to be main- 
tained there. It was suggested that there would be 
a great saving by deferring the commencement of 
the work until next year; but, as the expense was 
deemed to be of secondary importance in comparison 
with even a partial fulfilment of the object to which 
it was to be applied, and moreover, as the circum- 
stances under which the appropriation for defraving 
the expense of effecting that object was made, ap- 
peared to indicate that its early application was con- 
templated and desired, it was determined to go on 
with the work. The advertisements which had been 
issued having failed to produce proposals for furnish- 
ing the stone required, from the neighborhood of 
Boston, upon terms that could be accepted, the quar- 
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ries ateape Ann were examined, and the quality of 
the stone they could furnish being satisfactory, ar- 
rangements were made for procuring the requisite 
supply of stone from them, upon comparatively rea- 
sonable terms. ? 

The fortification at Brenton’s point, which has been 
named fort Adams, was commenced last year, under 
ah appropriation for purchasing the site and collect- 
ing materials. This year, besides the completion of 
a very minute survey and levelling of the site, which 
had been commenced Jast year, the construction of 
extensive wharves for landing materials, the con- 
struction of cranes, and other labor-saving machine- 
ry, and the conducting of other auxiliary operations; 
the excavations of earth and stone for the founda- 
tions, and the laying of the same in stone masonry, 
were effected in nearly the whole extent of the east- 
ern, northern, and western fronts, and the super- 
structure of the scarp wall of the eastern and north- 
ern fronts was also commenced, and in some parts 
carried to the height of nearly five feet. The three 
fronts commenced are on the water side, and the re- 
maining two fronts, which have not been commenc- 
ed, areon the Jand side of the fort. The greater 
part of the funds applicable to this work, which re- 
main unexpended, have been reserved to fulfil con- 
tracts which will not be completed until next year. 

The fortification at New Utrecht, which has been 
named fort Hamilton, like fort Adams was commenc- 
ed last year, under an appropriation for purchasing 
the site and collecting materials. The land requi- 
site, in addition to that already owned by the United 
States, to complete the site of this work, has not yet 
been procuréd, and the progress of the work has been, 
in consequence, somewhat retarded. The legisla- 
ture of New York having authorized the appointment 
of assessors to value the land, no doubt existed that 
possession would be obtained through them, and the 
gan of operations for the year was adapied to that 

ent. When, however, the survey of the jand to 
be procured was made, agreealily to the boundaries 
jaid down in the act of the legislature, for the pur- 
pose of enabling the assessors to sce the land and 
judge of its value, it was perceived, for the first 
time, that the boundaries did not join those of the 
United States’ land, there being two narrow triangu- | 
Jur slips intervenipg, and that one of those slips em-} 
braced a part of the Jand intended to be occupied 
by the comstructians which were included in the 
plan of operations. The assessors valued the land 
eluded within the boundaries designated by the act 
of the legislature of New York, aud an atlempt 
was made to purchase the intervening siips from the 
owner—but without effect. The governor of New 
York has been requested to apply to the legislature | 
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|niere in the ditch, have been laid, and the walls hate 


been buiJt up several feet. ; 

Of the appropriation of the last session of congress 
for completing the unfinished parts of fort Delaware, 
and repairing injuries at ‘that post, about one-half 
has been advantageously applied, The report of a 
recent inspection of the work done this year, repre- 
sents it to have been executed in the best manner, 
and that the results intended to be produced by the 
repairs have been in a degree, and will be ultimately, 
fully realized. 

The work done at fort Monroe, during this year, 
has been yery considerable, and in due proportion to 
the sum expended, the amount of which was, on the 
30th of September last, nearly equal the amount of 
the appropriation for the year. Tbe operations are 
organized in a manner that admits of the various 
branches into which they are divided, being con- 
ducted with the utmost regularity, whether conjointly 
with, our independently of each other. 

The superstructure of fort Calhoun was not com- 
menced last year, and could not be commenced this 
year, for the want of an officer to superintend it. A 
large balance, which remained unexpended of the 


‘appropriation of last year, and the greater part of the 


appropriation of this year, have, however, been ad- 
vantageously applied in the formation of the mole; in 
collecting materials for the superstructure; in thé 
erection of cranes; and the completion of the per- 
manent wharf, to facilitate the landing of materials; 
and the establishment of rail ways, to aid in the 
transporting of them tothe places where they were 
to be used; in the erection of buildings for work+ 
shops, and quarters; and in other auxiliary prepara- 
lions, necessary to be provided, previously to com- ‘ 
mencing the superstructure. 

The works at Mobile poiyt have progressed suc- 
cessfully during the year, but have been attended with 
extraordinary expense, in consequence of the rise 
in the price of cotton having caused a correspondent 
rise in the price of labor. The expenditure has been 
in due proportion to the amount applicable,. and 
would have been greater, but for the interruption pro- 
duced by the failurein the supply of materials from 
the north, which had been relied on. The citade} 
has been completed, with the exception of a smal] 
portion of the carpentry, and a wharf has also been 
completed, All the foundations, except those of one 
front. have been laid, and the walls of the superstruc- 
ture have. been raised, in some parts, to the height 
of three feet. : | 

At Chef Menteur the progress of the operations 
has been much obstructed by the unusual quantity ot 
rain which fell during the year; yet, the means of the 
contractors have been so ample and well organized 











of New York, at its next session, in January en-|as to have enabled them to overcome every difficulty, 
suing, for an amendment of the act of its last ses-; and by the quantity of work executed, to have ab- 
sion, that will remove the diiliculty above stated. sorbed nearly the whole appropriation, on the 30th 
‘Fhe boundaries designated in the act of the legisla- | September last. The advances which had been made 
ture of New York, corresponded with those stated in! to, the contractors on theircommencing the work at 
the original application to the governor of New York, I*the Rigolets, and which amounted to upwards of eighty 
and the error of that statement arose from reliance | thousand doilars, have been inthe progress of grad- 
being placed upon the correctness of determining} dual redemption, and were finally redeemed on the 
with instruments, upon a map, the lines referring to | 30th September Jast. 

the boundaries, instead of resorting to the deed of the | The arrangements for procuring materials, and 
Jand owned by the United States, to the boundarics | otherwise facilitating the progress of the work, which 
of which, those designated were intended to be join- | were made at fort Jackson last year, and which were 
ed, Notwithstanding the derangement of the plan} expected to produce the most favorable results upon 
of operations produced by the difficulty above stated, | the operations during this year, were rendered, in a 
very good progress in the work bas been made during | great measure, unavuiling in consequence of the site 
the year. A substantial sea wall, to secure the site | of the work being almost constantly inundated. Dur- 
from abrasion, has been built; the rail-way, commenc- ing the year ending on the 3ist May last, it had rain- 
ed last year, for conveying materials from the wharf to} ed one hundred and twenfy days, and the unprece- 
the top of the bank, has been finished, and saves one- | dented quantity of one hwidred and seven inches had 
tuird of the expense of transportation; aud the founda- | faiien within that uae, added to this, there were 
tions of the scarp, and counter-scarp, of nearly one- | twa overflows from jie sea, and three violent storms, 
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Lafofihe work, exctusive of the gorge, and ofucapo- | the effect uf whigt, and of jhe oxceysiye rains, was 
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to destroy, on several occasions, parts of the levee 
or embankment, for excluding the adjacent waters 
from the site of the work. Four powerful pumps, 
upon the plan of the Archimedes screw, were found 
10 be insufficient to keep out the water from the exca- 
vations required to be made, in preparing for laying the 
foundations. Under these circumstances, it became 
impossible to lay the whole of the foundations, and it 
was with great difficulty that about a fifth of them 
was laid. Besides the several causes of embarrass- 
ment, there were on three occasions, mutinous com- 
binations among the~mechanics and laborers, or 
“turning out,” as they term it, for an increase of 
wages, and their unreasonable demands having been 
resisted, a number left the works, and injurious de- 
Jay ensued until others could be procured. These 
events, combined with the unhealthiness of the cli- 
mate, which rendered unavoidable the suspension of 
the works from June until November, a period ex- 
eeeding four months, have been the cause of so large 
a balance of the appropriation remaining unexpend- 
ed. The weather being dry during the present fall, 


‘ 


it may be expected that, in a very short time after 


the resumption of operations, the remainder of the 
foundations will have been laid, and by the month of 
February, the balance of the appropriation will have 
been absorbed. Should that prove to be the case, 
the best part of te working season, that is four 
months, from February to May inclusive, will be lost, 
unless the appropriation which may be contemplated 
for next year, or a part of it, should be granted at the 
commencement of the session of congress. 


This remark applies to the works at Mobile point 
and Chef Menteur, as well as the new work at Bayou 
Bienvenu, for the commencement of which, an appro- 
priation will be asked this year. Indeed, it would save 
expense, and greatly facilitate the operations of all 
of the fortifications, if appropriations for them, en- 
tire or partial, could be obtained at the commence- 
inent of the session of congress. 


The board of engineers for internal improvements | cujts of those examinations, will be prepared after 


were employed, during the early part of last win- 
jer, in preparing the report of their operations dur- 
ing the Jast year, which was submitted to congress, 
and published, and in preparing instructions for the 
several brigades, to be employed this year in makin 
the requisite surveys, to enable the board to fulfil the 
objects of their examinations of last year, in rela- 
tion to the proposed routes for canals, to connect the 
Chesapeake and the Ohio, aud the Ohio and Jake Erie. 


Pursuant to the instructions of the war depart- 
ment, the board, consisting of general Bernard and 
Mr. David Shriver, in the further prosecution of the 
objects contemplated by the act of congress, of the 
30th April, 1824, “te procure the necessary surveys, 
plans and estimates, on the subject of roads and ca- 
nals,” set out on the—of March last, from this 
place, to commence the reconnoisance and examina- 
tion of the country between the seat of government 
of the United States and New Orieans, witha view 
of selecting the most eligible site for locating the 
great national road contemplated to be constructed 
between the two cities. The board was directed, in 
considering this subject, to take into view three 
routes, viz: 


Columbia, Milledgeviiie, &e. 
2d. The intermediate route, comprehending ali the 
routes west of the first. and east of the mountains. 
3d. The western route, 
volley of the mountains west of the Blue Ridge. 
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| routes; the facilities and cheapness of construction ; 


the political, commercial and military advantages; 
and the transportation of the mail. 

The board made an examination of the first and 
second routes, but was unable to proceed to the ex- 
amination of the third, or the route west of the 
mountains, owing to the indispesition of Mr. Shriver, 
and the neeessity of general Bernard’s attending to 
the subject of the Ohio and Chesapeake canal; but, 
as great anxiety was manifested by the inhabitants 
west of the mountains, that the western route should 
be examined this season, in order that a report might 
be made on the subject of the road to congress this. 
session, if possible, captain Poussin, of the topo- 
graphical engineers, and lieutenant Trimble, who 
were both employed on the examination of the other 
routes, as assistants to the board, and who were 
deemed fully competent to the duty, were, in obe- 
dience to your instructions, ordered to make the ex- 
amination. Captain Poussin and Jieutenant Trimble 
left this on the — of October last, to commence their 


operations, and it is expected they will return in time 
to enable the board to make its report before the ris- 


ing of congress. ‘ 

The board was also required, while at New Or- 
leans to examine the communications between the 
Mississippi and Jake Pontchartrain, with the view of 
ascertaining the practicability of connecting them by 
a canal to be navigable by sloops, that would possess 
greater commercial and military advantages than. 
those afforded by the communication. tlrough the 
Bayou St. John and canal Carondelet, which does not 
enter the Mississippi. The board examined two 
routes: one through the city of New Orleans, and in 
the direction of the canal Marigny, to debouche into 
lake Pontchartrain, about two miles east of the 
mouth of Bayou St. John; the other, from the plan- 
tation of Mr. Treme, on the Mississippi, about two 
miles below New Orleans, to enter lake Pontchar- 
train about five miles east of Bayou St. John. 

The report of the board, which is to furnish the re- 


the report upon the Chesapeake and Ohio section of 
the Chesapeake and Erie canal, and the report re- 
specting the route for a national road between the 
seat of government and New Orleans, shall have been 


§ | completed; and no exertion will be omitted to have 


them ready to be laid before congress during the en- 
sufng session. Some time wil! elapse, however, be- 
fore the reports and drawings connected with the 
surveys of this year, relating to the canal route 
abovementioned, can be prepsred; and, as they will 
present a great mags of materials, and much time will 
be required to digest and coljate them, it will not be 
practicable within the limited time that ean be besiow- 
ed upon them, to prepare, in time to be laid before 
the ensuing congress, a very full report upon the 
subject to which theyrelate. <A general project and 
preparatory estimate, for the Chesapeake and Ohio 
section of the canal, containing information sufficient 
to authorize the commencement of operations, should 
they be sanctioned, will, if possible, be completed. 
These several subjects will be attended to in the or- 
der of their relative importance: The canal route 
hetween the Chesapeake and lake Erie, first; the na- 


‘tional road, next; and, Jastly, the route for a canal 
‘1. The Atlantic, or the route passing through the’ 


capitals of the southern states, as Richmond, Raleigh, | 


vetween the Mississippi and Jake Pontchartrain. 
Two brigades of topographical engineers, and one 


| brigade of civil engineers, were employed this sea- 


' 


; 
; 
! 


son upon the Chesapeake and Ohio section of the 
canal to connect the Chesapeake and lake Erie, and 


or the route through the | have compleicd al} the surveys upon that section, 
requisite to enabie the board to select the most eligi- 


in determining which of these rontes should be | bie route, determine a general line of direction for 


into) the eanal, and mvake a preparatory project and esti- 
view every consideration which ought to bave weight; | mate, 


such as the comparative distatees of Phe eeycea! ; ed. 


preferred, the board was instructed to take 


a‘ 


upon whieb the operations may be commenc- 
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The surveys connected with the Deep Creek route | which were commenced last year, Jate in the season, 


across the summit level, required to be executed by 
one of the brigades of topographical engineers, hay- 
ing been finished early in the season, the brigade, in 
pursuance of the instructions of the board, com- 
menced the survey of another route across the sum- 
mit level, from Will’s creek to Castleman’s river; 
and, while that was going on, a part of the brigade, 
in the fulfilment of instructions direct from this de- 
partment, examined and ascertained the levels and 
distances of a route, to pass the summit level by the 
way of Cheat river. 

Two brigades of topographical engineers were em- 
ployed this season on the route between the Ohio 
and lake Erie. One of the brigades was required to 
survey a route descending from Pittsburgh to the 
mouth of the Big Beaver, and, ascending the val- 
jJeys of Big Beaver and the Chenango, to pass near 
Conneaut lake, and, descending, to terminate at the 
mouth of Elk Creek, on lake Erie; and also to survey 
a line for a feeder from French Creek to Conneaut 
lake. Minute surveys of all parts of this route, 
which presented any difficulties, have been complet- 
ed, and general experimental lines have been sur- 
veyed of the remainder, including the valleys of the 
Chenango and Big Beaver, to the mouth of the latter, 
and thence to Pittsburgh. The surveys embraced by 
the instructions to the other brigade, from the mouth 
of the Ashtabula, on lake Erie, through the Cham- 
pion swamp, and along the valley of the Mahon nz to 
Bis Beaver, have been completed. 

The survey of a route fora canal between Enz- 
zard and Barnstable bays, in Massachusetts, which 
was commenced last year, was completed this season. 

The brigade of civil engineers, which, in pursu- 
ance of your orders, was instructed to examine the 
communications between lake Memphremagog, in 
Vermont, and Connecticut river, and also, between 
jake Connecticut and the tide waters of the river 
Jonnecticut, and to make the surveys requisite for 
determining whether it would be practicable and ex- 

edieut to unite, by canals, the waters of those com- 
munications respectively, and for selecting the most 
eligible routes, and preparing projects and estimates 
for the same, has effected the several objects of those 
instructions, and has also examined the communica- 
tion between the rivers Connecticut and Merrimack. 

A limited topographical brigade has been employed 
this season in making surveys at the island of Nan- 
tucket, which may subserve the immediate purpose 
of ascertaining if a harbor, for the protection of ship- 
ping, can be formed there, by the establishment of a 
pier, and the ultimate purpose of affording the re- 
quisite preliminary information for projecting a sys- 
tem of defence, should it be determined, at any time, 


hereafter, to be necessary. The survey was com- | 


menced Jate in the season, and no report has, as yet, 
been received of the progress made in its execution. 
Another topographical brigade was divided be- 


under the superintendence of an officer of the corps 
of engineers, have been continued this year, with an 
appropriation made at the last session of congress, 
underthe general supervision of colonel Totten, of 
the corps of engineers, and the immediate superin- 
tendence of a gentleman, a respectable inhabitant 
of Plymouth, who had paid particular attention to 
the work during its progress last year. The appro- 
priation of this year has been very advantageously 
applied, and, although extremely limited, has produc- 
ed highty important results. The appropriation ask- 
ed for next year, if granted, will complete the work, 
and afford permanent security to the beach. 

The experiment for the removal of a sand bar in 
the Ohio, nedr the town of Henderson, which could 
not be carried on last year, though arrangements had 
been made for the purpose, because of the river’s not 
having subsided to the usual level, at its lowest stage, 
has been conducted, this year, under favorable cir- 
cumstances, and is expected to produce the desired 
effect by the officer superintending it. 

The officer who has superintended the executing of 
the contract for the removal of snags, sawyers, 
planters and other impediments of that nature, to the 
navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi, has reported 
that the contractor had faithfully executed his con- 
tract on that part of the Ohio, extending from Pitts- 
burgh to Louisville. 

Very satisfactory progress has been made in the 
continuation of the Cumberland road, from Canton 
/ to Zanesville, which was commenced this season. 
| Some interruption occurred in the early part of the 
season in making a thorough examination of a differ- 

ent route from that which had been recommended 

by the commissioners, and adopted, in compliance 

with representations in its favor, which were signed 
| by the owners of the land through which it was de- 
| Sired that itshould pass. The examination resulted in 
| the confirmation of the selection which had been made 
by the commissioners. That point having been set- 
tled, contracts, for which proposals had been previ- 
ously required by adverlisements, were entered into 
for executing twenty-eight miles and eighty-eight 
, poles of the distance, from Canton towards Zanes- 
| ville, which it was estimated would be as great a dis- 








| 








tance as the existing appropriation would allow of 
being undertaken at present. Nearly the whole ex- 
tent of road embraeed by the contracts, has been 
cleared, cut, graded and shaped, so as to be ready 
for recciving the first course, of metal, as it is cal- 
led, meaning the stone broken to a small size, agree- 
ably tothe McAdam plan. It is not intended to lay 
on the first course, to consist of a thickness of three 
inches, until May next. ‘The second course, also of 
three inches, will be laid after the first course shalt 
bave become consolidated and compacted by the 
pressure of a heavy roller, and, it is believed, wil! 
be found, after having been compacted by the same 


tween Marblehead and Holmes’ hole, to carry into! process, to afford the requisite solidity to the road. 


effect the objects of an appropriation of the last ses- 
sion of congress, for making surveys at those places, 
to ascertain the practicability and utility of improv- 
ing these harbors by the erection of piers. The sur- 
yeys at both places have been completed. 

The execution of the plan projected by the board 
ef engineers, for deepening the channel leading into 
the hurbor of Presqu’ Isle, was commenced at a Jate 
period in the last season, and has been continued dur- 
ing the present season. The results produced by the 
work which has been done, aflord abundant evidence 
of the feasibility of the plan, andof the ultimate ful- 
filment of its object, on the completion of the work. 
The work may be completed in the course of next 
summer, should an appropriation be made, of the 
sum estimated tobe necessary for that purpose. 


The works for the security of Plymouth Beach, ! 





if itshould prove to be otherwise, a third course of 
three inches will be Jaid. 
The continuation of the Cumberland road, west of 
| Zanesville, has been laid out as far as Columbus, a 
distance of fifty-three miles. The commissioner, un- 
i der whose direction the work has been performed, 
| répresents the location tobe more favorable than had 
' been anticipated and especially with regard to the first 
twenty miles west of Zanesville, which pass through 
a very hilly region. The laying ont of the road as 
above stated, was net commenced until the season had 
considerably advanced, the commissioner having 
been occupied, in the early part of tle season, In ex- 
amining the route between Zanesville and Canton, 
which had been presented to the consideration of 
government for competition with that which had been. 
selected by the commissioners. 
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The commissioners appointed to lay out a road 
from Detroit to Chicago, have reported the same to 
have been executed, and promise, at an early day, 
to send their report and drawings relating to it. 

No reports have been received from the commis- 
sioners appointed to lay out roadsfrom Little Rock 
to cantonment Gibson, and from St. Louis to the con- 
fines of Mexico; and nothing, therefore, is distinctly 
known of the progress which may have been made 
in the prosecution of those operations, although it is 
understood the former has been completed and the 
latter nearly so. 

A brigade of topographical engineers was employ- 
ed this year on the coast of South Carolina, in the 
continuation of surveys requisite to aid the projec- 
tion of a system of fortifications for the defence 
thereof. 

The military academy has maintained, during this 
year, the high standing to which it had previously ob- 
tained, The report of the last examination of the 
board of visiters, which is herewith submitted, mark- 
ed M, represents its condition in a very favorabie 
light, and suggests improvements and additions, some 
of which require legislative provision for their accom- 
plishment. The number of cadets, at this time at- 
tached to the military academy, amounts to 258, and 
the number which has been graduated, and attached 
to the army and marine corps this year, amounts to 
thirty-seven. 

In addition to what is now taught at the military 
academy, I beg leave to suggest the advantage of in- 
troducing a system of equitation, and alsothe execr- 
cises aud manceuvres of cavalry and light artillery. 
Although cavalry does not constitute a part of the 
present military establishment, in the event of war it 
must be resorted to as a powerful means of attack 
and defence: and it is evident that the possession of 
a competent number of well-trained officers, ip this 
arm, would be of incalculable advantage to the ser- 
vice, in forming a good corps of cavalry whenever it 
may be required. Besides these advantages, the in- 
struction is deemed essential to the staff and artillery 
officers, and the exercises cannot but prove highly 
beneticial to the health of the students of the military 
academy. It could be introduced at an expense not 
considerable, when compared with the advantages 
that may be expected to be derived from it, as will be 
scen by the enclosed estimate, narked N, for the pur- 
chase, keeping and equipment of fifty horses, the 
number deemed fully adequate to the contemplated 
purposes of instruction. 

The operations, conducted under the general di- 
rection of the engineer department, have progres- 
sively increased for several years. Those of the fast 
hee greatly exceeded those of the year before, and 
yave been exceeded by those of this year in a still 
greater ratio. The corps of engineers and the topo- 
graphical engineers are relied on chiefly fer conduct- 
ing these operations, and their numbers are so limit- 
ed that it was thought expedient, the year before last, 
to apply to congress for an augmentation of them. 
If it was expedient then to augment the strength of 
these corps, it is now obviously much more so, and 
“must become more and more so for several years 

henceforward. The operations of this year, notwith- 
standing that they have been so much greater than 
they had been at any former period, have been limit- 


ed, in comparison with what they may be expected | 
The fortifi- | 


to become in the course of a few years. 


eations, for which plans have been already project- | 


ed, and which, in the accompanying table, are ar- 
ranged in the first class, which refers to those which 
should be commenced without delay, are 1$ in num- 


~ 
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| Pensacola, for which plans have not yet beew pro- 
jected, would also belong to the first class. Should 
it be determined, upon a further development of:the 
present views of the nation in relation to internal im- 
provements, that the government should undertake 
the construction of roads and canals, the improve- 
ment of rivers and harbors, &c. these ob would 
give further employment to the corps of engineers, 
of extent nearly equal to that of the fortifications. 
The duties of the topographical engineers would be 
increased nearly in the same ratio with those of’ the 
corps of engineers. Many of the surveys, upon which 
plans of fortifications have been projected, have not 
been, and were not intended to be, sufficiently mi- 
nute to be relied on for the location of the works, 
and others will be required to be made for that‘pur- 
pose. All of the surveys, connected with canal 
routes, which have been made, have been intended 
merely to afford the information requisite to deter- 


direction of such routes, and other surveys, far more 
minute, will be requifed for the location of the ca 


at all inferior, in nationalimportance, to those already 
surveyed, remain to be surveyed. These operations, 
with others now contemplated, which are of less im- 
portance, but are stil! entitled to the consideration of 
government, would afford constant employment for 
many years, to treble the number of topographical 
engineers now inservice. It has been found, by ex- 
perience, that the skill, requisite to carry on works of 
the nature adverted to, in a proper manner, can be 
acquired only by a regular course of instruction in 
the theory, with long and faithful experience in the 


the engineer department are the corps of engineers, 
consisting of twenty-two officers; the topographieal 
engineers consisting of ten officers; aided by occa- 
sional details of officers of artillery and infantry, who 
have been graduated at the military academy, and the 
occasional employment of civil engineers when re- 
quired, The only portion of this force that has a spe~ 
cific organization, is the corps of engineers. The to- 
pographical engineers have no regimental form, and 
the employment of the civil engineers is temporary. 
In all regular establishments it is necessary and con- 
venient that there should be order and form, and that 
there should be different grades in the officers, suita- 
ble to the circumstances of the service to be per- 
formed: indeed, it is essential to dicipline, and a 
| just accountability and responsibility in the various 
branches of duty. The propriety of recommending 
an increase of the corps of engincers, and the organi- 
zation of the topographical engineers into a corps si- 
milar to the present establishment of the corps of 
‘engineers, is, therefore, respectfully submitted for 
{your consideration. The enlargement aod forma- 
tion of these corps should be gradual, and nore 
should hereafter be permitted to enter either, whe 
had not been graduated at the military academy; 
and they should be appointed, in the first instance, to 
the lowest grades, and be advanced or promoted with 
a view to particular merit, without regard to rank or 
seniority. All which is respectfully submitted. 

} ALEX. MACOMB, maj. gen. chief eng. 


| The hon. J. Barbour, sec’y of war. 
! 
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December 30. Resolutions were offerec ‘or the es- 


tablishment of new collection districts at St. Louis, 


ber, and of themselves, if they were under construc. | Louisville and Cincinnatti. 


lion, would require more than twice the number of 


officers now in the corps of engincers, to attend to | course. 
Wem properly. The fortifications for Charleston and | 


The cther proceedings will sufficiently appear in 
The senate adjourned until Tuesday next. 
Jinn? The sexate did rot sit this av, 


-" 


mine upon the practicability and the general line of 


nals. Many routes for roads and canals, but little if 


practice. The means at present at the disposal of 
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January3. The vice-president communicated to the 
senate a report from the secretary of the treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the senate, direct- 
ing that officer to lay before them a statement show- 
ing the aggregate quantity of each description of 
wines which have been annually imported into the 
United States, since the year 1800, and the rates of 
duty that have been payable on them respectively. 
[Ordered to be printed. 

Many petitions and memorials were received and 
referred, and several matters attended to in their 
preparatory stages. ‘The chief part of the sitting 
was spent in the consideration of executive business. 

The vice-president communicated to the senate the 
following letter from Thomas Randall:* 

To the viee-president of the United States, and president 

of the senate. 
Wasnincton, Dec. 29; 1825. 

Si: In the papers of yesterday I read, with some 
‘surprise, a letter from com. David Porter, addressed 
to you for the purpose of being communicated to the 
senate, in which he invokes the aid of that body to 
relieve him from the charges and censures which 
he alleges have grown out of my reports to the exe- 
cutive, in relation to the suppression of piracy in the 
West Indies. As the nature and character of those 
reports must be well known to the senate, by whose 
order they were published at its last session, itis not 
my intention, in this letter, to enter into a formal jus- 
(fication of them. Nor does it become me to ques- 
tion the regularity or propriety of the course pursued 
by com. Porter, in thus transferring to the senate an; 
inquiry which has already been investigated by a 
court, and upon which he has provoked a controver- 
sy before the public. Butas he avowedly seeks from 
the senate a vote of approbation on his conduct, and 
of eepsure upon mine, and the senate has been pleas- 
ed to act upon his application, I humbly conceive it 
to be my undoybied right to be heard in answer, and 
to show that neither the ove nor the other would be 
merited. 

To enable the senate to judge of the merits of the 
controversy between us, I take the liberty of enclos- 
ing a copy of my printed publication, to which com. 
Porter has alluded, and which | respectfully request 
may be referred, together with this Jetter, to the 
same committee to which was referred commodore 
Porter's letter, and be printed. 

Although that publication was made before the 
report of the court of inquiry was published, | have} 
yet seen nothing in that report which materiadly con- 


. 
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lusion of an imaginary triumph over me. But I have 
too much self respect and regard for my reputation, 
to suffer commodore Porter to derive from my silence 
before the senate, any countenance to his unwarran- 
table imputations, and to sustain his character at the- 
expense of mine. 

I,have to request then, that the senate will be pleas 
ed to examine, as well my original reports, as the pub- 
lications enclosed, and compare them with the evi- 
dence adduced before the court of inquiry, and it 
will be seen that not one material allegation made 
by me is contradicted by the evidence. It will be 
seen that the court itself complains ‘that the absence 
‘ of many of the officers engaged in the squadron, the 
“ want of official statements of their several opera- 
*‘ tions, and the withdrawing of com. Porter from 
** any participation in the investigation, have render- 
‘* ed it impracticable to detail, with as much particu- 
‘¢ Jarity as could be wished, the daily movements of 
‘* the various vessels.” And it will also be seen that 
while the most abundant testimony, and the most vo- 
luminous documents exist, in relation to a period 
anterior to thatembraced in my reports—and while 
the court dilates with the most minuteness of detail, 
and with the most imposing emphasis, upon the opera- 
tions of the squadron during that period, there is al- 
most a total absence of primary evidence and docu- 
ments, and of detail by the court, in relation to the 
only period wherein the conduct of the commander 
of the squadron was questioned. I care not, then, 
that in the absence of evidence, the court has pre- 
nounced an opinion different from mine, and favor® 
ble to the accused. The senate has all the informa- 
mation possessed by the court, and can judge bet 
tween us. They will find it abundantly proved, as 
asserted by me, that but two of the smallest and most 
insufficient yessels were Jeftby com. Porter in the 
month of June, near the coasts of Cuba, to protect 
our commerce against the pirates during the disas- 
trous period of the summer and autumn of 1824, 
while all the rest of the squadron in those seas were 
actively engagedin the transportation of specie; and 
they will then be enabled to estimate the cerrect- 
ness of that most extraordinary opinion sanctioned by 
the court, that ‘‘in the then state of things, that force 
was as competent to eifect the object as a larger one 


, would have been.”’ 


But I am not limited to this view of the case. I 
am authorized, on the most certain information, to 
assert that com. Porter himself, exhibited to the 
court his letter-book, which, in the opinion of mem- 





tliets with the statement made in my original letters 
to the executive, or in the printed paper enclosed; | 


bers of the court, furnished abundant evidence of 
the truth of all the charges which had been made 


and such, doubtless, isthe opinion of commodore Por- | against him, and proved that his leading objectin the 
ter, or he would have rested satisfied with the justifi- employment of the squadron, was to promote his 
cwtion it would otherwise have afforded Lim, and thus | private interests; and that the court, although satis- 
clieve the senate from 99 inquiry as unprofitable as, | fied of this, ceclined to make use of the evidence 
a my Opinion, it is alien from its legitimate duties. | thus furnished by the accused, on the ground, that 
Lem free, however, to confess, that, as far as opi- | the letter-book having been placed in its possessioa 
niom, ie the absence of evidence, can prevail, the | fora special and different object, it was not author~ 
sonte soe of that court will be found to be favorable} ized to make use of it for another purpose. 
tues tt. Porter: aud had that efficer rested satisfied; [ trust the senate will find asufticient justification 


with such an se mwittal, t should not have undertaken | 
'o q@vestion ite watciency. Kuowing that my charac- | 
lee Wes pot at ) eue upon the question, or innocence | 





tecou modore /erter, and seeing that the court, SO | 
jor from questi omg the statements made by me, ex- 
presely rely open them, and bear testimony to my! 
heormers, Lshould, bet for the injurious conduct of the 
accuse towards me, have left him to enjoy the de- 
" bioveng pet sehed com. Porter's letter, we cannot 
Ao othe -wie om ove a place to this—much as the 
* fonted for other purposes. We think that 

bere See Seen on Fete sides und on all sides, a great 
deal more seré Shouteuch matiers than the people 
tcel ee) witrest Le. Rew | 





for this exposition, in the facts of the case, and in 
the treatmentI havereceived fromcom. Porter. For 
reports made by me to the executive of the United 
States, in obedience to his instructions, written in the 
spirit of candor and truth, and published by the or- 
der of the senate without any agency of mine, I have 
been subjected to the most unmerited imputations 


First, Lam challenged by com. Porter to appear be- - 


fore a naval court, and substantiate my statements. 
When lt appear before that court.as a witness, he 
stands aloof, in moody silence, and does not ques- 
tion a statement made by me; and it was only after f 
had withdrawn from the court, at its own suggestion, 
that, (as | now find by the minutes of the court), an 


insidious attempt is made to question the truth of 
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a most immaterial fact containedinmy reports. Be- 
fore acourt engaged in a different inquiry, and with 
which Thad nothing to do, injurious remarks are, in 
my absence, applied to me, entirely irrelevant to the 
matter before the court. And, before the publication 
of the opinion of the court of inquiry, those inju- 
rious remarks are published by com. Porter, and I 
am challenged to appear before the tribunal of pub- 
jie opinion. Ido appear and publish my defence in 
the paper enclosed, but my Proteus adversary there 
again eludes me, declines. to answer me before the 
public, to whose bar he had appealed from the laws 
-of his country, and says that he will rest his justifiea- 
tion on the opinion of the court of inquiry. That 
opinion has now been published, and yet this restless 
and indefatigable adversary swerves from his resolve, 
and compels me now to meet him in the senate of the 
United States, where he invites a renewal of the con- 
troversy. Ishbali not decline the invitation. Satis- 
fied of the propriety of my conduct, and of the truth 
of every allegation made by me, I shall not fail to 
defend the one and reiterate the other, in whatever 
presence they may be questioned. 

Before concluding, I have to remark upon a part 
of com. Porter’s letter to the senate, which requires 
a special notice. The part to which I allude is the 
following:—The documents communicated to the 
‘“‘ state department, together with the remarks which 
‘‘ they gave rise to, have been spread before the pub- 
‘lic, and on many minds have left an impression 
“highly injurious to the character of the navy in 
“ veneral, and this impression is strengthened by the 
‘‘ repetition of the charges ig the public prints, by 
‘¢ Mr. Randall, since the proceedings in the case were 
‘‘had,”&c. Now, so far from this being the faet, it 
will be seen by reference to the enclosed paper, that 
one of the avowed objects of that publication was to 
remove any such impression; that I charge com. Por- 
ter with artifice and unfairness, in making use of that 
suggestion, and expressly disclaim the intention of} 
reflecting on any other officer than the commander 
of the squadron. And yet com. Porter refers to that 
very paper as containing animputation, which impu- 
tation the paper expressly ridicules anddenies. The 
senate will seein the reiteration of this charge against 
me, the continued operation of that motive in the 
mind of com. Porter, to which I ascribed it, and be 
able to judge whether a suggestion so palpably ground- 
Jess, ought to be ascribed simply to misapprehension. 
But Lagain repel the charge. 1! never have been un- 
friendly to the navy, and much less to the officers to 
be affected by such acharge. I have the honor to 
number mé6st, if not all the officers composing the 
commanders of the vessels of that squadron, amongst 
my acquaintances and friends. & have met and asso- 
ciated with many of them since the publications in 
question, and have perceived no abatement of their 
regard and confidence, either in their words or ac- 
tions. On the contrary, I have been expressly assur- 


' 





ed by them, that they did not consider my reports re- 
flecting on them; and I have too much confidence in 
the honor and sincerity of the officers in the navy to} 
believe for a moment, (although a smgle example inay | 
be found ef such depravity), that they could be capa- | 
ble of professing friendship, while their hearts har- 
bor hatred and suspicion. 
tenewing, most respeetfully, my request that this 
Jetter and the enclosed paper, may Peceive the same 
reference and disposition which were accorded to | 
the leiter of com. Porter, which gave rise to them, | 
t beg leave to assure you, sir, aud the honorable bo- | 
dy over which you preside, of my most pos etree 
consideration. Tuomas Ranvatt. | 
Mr, Smith remarked, that he should object to mak- | 





ing the senate a place for the settling of quarrels, yet | 
as the letter of com. Porter, which had been receiv- } 


¢d and refersed to the naval committee, had, as Mr. } 
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Randall conceived, implicated his character and con-- 


duct, it was proper that this communication should 
take the same course. 


The reference to the naval committee was then ar--. 


dered. 


January 4. Mr. Johnston, of Louisiana, presented 
the petition of Ann Dubourgh, stating that she remov- 
ed to Cuba, carrying with her certain slaves; she has 
returned to New Orleans, and prays permission to 
bring back her slaves. Referred. 

Mr. Holmes submitted a resolution to obtain’a sur- 
vey of a road frem Penobscot river to the St. John’s 
—and for the survey of the Kennebec, with a view to 
an union of its waters with those of Casco bay, by a 
canal—to be referred to the committee on roads and 
canals. , 

The bill from the house, ‘‘making appropriations 
for the payment of the revolutionary and other pen- 
sioners of the United States,” was read a third time 
and passed. 

The senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to consider the bill ‘to provide for the seizure 
and sale of property brought into the United States, 
in violation of the revenue laws, in certain cases;’’ 
and the blanks having been filled, 

After some remarks by Mr. Holmes, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. Execu- 
tive business eccupied sé..e of the sitting, and ther 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 30. Mr. Newien, from the committee 
on commerce, reported a bill authorizing the impor- 
tatien of gin and brandy, in casks of a capacity of 
not less than fifteen gallons; which was read twice, 
committed and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Bartlett, the house resumed the 
consideration of the following report of the seleet 
committee, in relation to the alterations in the hall: 

The select committee, raised for the purpose of in- 
quiring into the practicability af improving this hall, 
beg leave to report in part, by recommending the 
house to adopt the foliowing resolutions: 


lst. Resolved, hat, for the purpose of experiment, it is expedient 
that a temporary floor be construtted in this hall,on a horizoata! 
piaae, at the elevation of the bottam of the pillars. 

2nd. Resolved, That, for the hke purpwse, it is expedient thata 
temporacy seat be erected for the speaker, womediately in frunc 
of the present entrance, lesviog sufficient space in the rear for the 
members to enter, and that the sextsuf the members de arranged 
in lines froatiog the speaker. 

3rd. Resolved, That, tur the like purpose, it is expedient, that 
a parauicn be erected, imomdiately iu the rear of the Line of ex. 


luwns, near the speaker's claw, aud raised ta the elevation of 
twelve feet. 


ath. Resolved, That the expense of these experiments be de- 
frayed from the coutlugentfund of tus house. 


A long debate, made up of speculations on the plan 
submitted, &c. followed, and other projects were in- 
cidentally spoken of. ‘The first resoiutign was nega- 
tived—so was the seeond—the third was agreed to, 
as was also an additional resolution otfered by Mr. 
Ba ileit. : 


Mr. Little, of Md. offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on ways and meaus be instructed 


to inquire to the expediency of reducing the dutics now paid 
on teas and coffees 


Mr. JIcLane, of Delaware, stated that the commit- 
tee on ways and means already had this subject under 
their consideration, and would syon be prepared to 
make a report. He moved, therefore, to lay it oa 
the table, which was agreed to. 

The house then adjourned until Tuesday that the 
proposed alterations in the hall, may be made, 


Monday, Jan. 2. The house did not sit this day. 
Tuesaay, Jan. 3. William C. Rives, a representa- 


tive from Virginia, and John Long, from North Caro- 


lina, appeared, were qualified, and touk their seats. 
After the reception of many reports, which will 
sufficiently appear in our futare detdits— 
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Mr. Webster submitted the following resolution, 
which was made the order of the day for the 16th 


January, and ordered to be printed. 


Resolved, ‘That it is expedient to establishjby law, a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 


Mr. Hemphill, from the select committee, to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the surviving officers of the army of the revo- 
lution; which was read twice and committed, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to 
ve printed. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instruct- 
ed to inquite into the expediency of repealing the 37th section of 
¢e act of the 3rd March, 1823, entitled “An act supplementary , 

+ to the act regulating the collection of duties on imposts 


aud tonnage,” being so much of said first mentioned act as applies 
to goods and merchandise transported coastwise. 


. [[t is believed that a vast amount has been smug- 
gied, under the provisions of the act now proposed to 
De repealed. Ep. Ree.} 

¢ Mr. Trezvant, of Virginia, offered the following re- 


Solution, which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be Jaid befure this house a list of all appointments 
mad¢ by the executive, since the adoption of this government, 
from the members of congress, during their time of service, and 
for six months thereafter; stating the names of the persons ap 
pointed; the time when they were appointed; the nature of the 
appointments conferred, and the amount of salary or other eanulu- 
ments received by virtue of such appointment. 


On motion of Mr. Ross, of New York, it was 


Resolved, That the committee on manufactures be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of increasing the duty on bar iron and 
wrought nails. ; é 

On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, it was 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to inquire what mea- 
‘ures it may be proper for congress to adopt, at this titne, to eause 
the publie buildings to be finished and furnished. 


The eommittee was ordered to consist of seven 
members. 


The speaker laid before the house the following 
message from the president of the United States; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed: 


Fo the house of representatives of the United States: 
WasuincTon, Srd January, 1826. 
In compliance with a resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, of the 23rd of last month, I communi- 
eate herewith a report from the secretary of war, 
with the documents touching the treaty with the Che- 
rokee Indians, ratified in 1519, by which the Chero- 
kee title to a portion of lands within the limits of 
North Carolina was extinguished. 
Joun Quincy Apams. 
The rest of the day was spent in considering the bill 
to amend the judicial system of the United States. 
Wednesday, Jan. 4. After the reception of seve- 
ral reports, which shall be noticed as appears ne- 
cessary, a bill reported by Mr. Hemphill, authoriz- 
ing a subscription for six hundred shares in the stock 
of the Dismal Swamp canal company, with certain 
conditions and restrictions, was read a second time 
and committed. 


The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Lincoln, 
ealling on the department of war for the rules which 
regiiate that department, in allowance of militia 
claims of the several states, was taken up— 

And, being amended and modified, was agrecd to. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Trezvant, of Va. call- 
ing on the president for alist of appointments, given 
by the executive to members of congress, since the 
foundation of the government, was taken up— 

An amendment was offered by Mr. Miller, and 
accepted by the mover. Debate followed. A mo- 
tion, to lay the resolution on the table was negatived 
-~ayes 62, noes 101, Atiast, the resolution was pass- 
ei by yeas and nays—yeas 144, nays 42. 
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Mr. Forsyth laid upon the table the following: 


Resolved, Vhat the fuilowing be added to thes rules of the 
house: “the speaker shail Hot present any meinorial, petition, ad- 
dress or per, of any description, not officially communicated 


by some officer of the guvernment, to the house, except ou his 
responsibility as a member.” 


The speaker Jaid before the house a report from 
the navy department, in relation to the employment 
ofa sloop of war in exploring the north west coast of 
America; which was referred to the committee on 
the establishment of a military post at the mouth of 
the Columbia river, 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill further to amend the 
judicial system of the United States. 

[This bill proposes, that the supreme court of the 
United States shall hereafter consist of a chief jus- 
tice and nine associate justices: and provides for 
the appointment of three additional associate jus- 
tices of said court. 

That the seventh judicial circuit of the United 
States shall, hereafter, consist of the districts of Ohio 
Indiana and Illinois; the eighth circuit, of the districts 
of Kentucky and Missouri; the ninth circuit, of the 
districts of Tennessee and Alabama; and the tenth 
circuit, of the districts of Louisiana and Mississippi, 

it repeals so much of any act or acts of congress, 
as vests in the district courts of the United States iu 
the districts of Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Mississip- 
pi, Alabama and Louisiana, the powers and jurisdie- 
tion of circuit courts; and provides that there shail 
be hereafter circuit courts for said districts, to be 
composed of the justice of the supreme court, assign- 
ed or allotted to the circuit to which such districts 
may respectively belong, and of the district judge of 
such district. | 

This important bill was supported by a long.and 
able speech from Mr. Webster—after which the cona- 
mittee arose and the house adjourned. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—JAN. 5. 

In the senate, several bills were passed to a second 
reading. 

The engrossed bill “‘to provide for the seizure and 
sale of property brought into the United States in 
violation of the revenue laws, in certain cases,”? was 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the other house 
for concurrence. 

The bill to provide for the security of public mo- 
ney, in the hands of clerks, marshals and attorneys, 
was discussed and ordered to a third reading. 

The senate acjourned to Monday. 


In the house of representatives, Mr. Forsyth’s reso- 
lution, calling for information in relation to the treaty 
with the Florida Indians, was taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Webster reported a bill “better to provide for 
the taking evidence in the courts of the United 
States, in certain cases,’’ which was twice read, &c. 

Much time was spent in discussing the following 
resolution— 

Resolved, That the following be added to the rules of the house: 
“the speaker shall uot present any memorial, petition, address, or 
paper, of any description, pot officially communicated by some 


oflicer of the goyernmentyto the huuse, except on his respunsibil:- 
ty as @ member.” 


[This resojution was offered in consequence of the 
individual presentation, at the present and previous 
sessions, of communications addressed to the speaker. 
But after several members bad spoken on the subject, 
and the speaker had expressed his views of the con- 
dition in which he stood, the propesed resolution was 
promptly withdrawn. ] 





Many resolutions were offered. The treasury es- 
timates for the service of the year were received— 
and the bill to amend the judiciary system further 
discussed. The proceedings shall be further noticed 





hereafter. 
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